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To THE 


Moſt Excellent Majeſty. 


May it pleaſe your Majeſty; 
| i is from no Ambitionto be taken 


notice of, but from a ſincere and 

ME hearty Concern for the Publick 
Welfare, that 1 make bold to en- 
title this ſmall Piece to ſo Great and 


| KING'S 


A2 oe | 


Fo 


Dedication. 


Illuſtrious a Patron. The ſame ſenſe 
of Dity that oblig d-me "to yield to 
the Defirt_of the Societies for "Re- 
formation, both in preaching and pub- 
liſhing this Sermon,” bath prevailed 
with me to put it into Jour Royal 
Hands, That you may be pleas'd, as 
the True Father of Your People, to 
encourage the Deſign and End it 
aims at, which is no leſs then a Na- 
tional Good. 

\ © The Supream Providence hath ho- 
'  nouredVour Majeſty, as by many Marks 
of bis Favour, ſo by this, That theſe 
Societies were born in the beginning of 
 . Tour Auſpicious Reign. And, as they 
had their Riſe with it, and have grown 
 14þ. fmnce- under, the benign Influences 
"thereof; (o they do flill encourage them- 
ſelves in the hope of Jour Majeſty's con- 
4inued Protefion:: .the.Glory of God 
rs 0s Honour and Safety of the Go- 


vernment 
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vernment and Nation, being the only 
things they propoſe to carry on in a beat 
and peaceable way. 

All Human Governments eſpecially 
Regular Monarchies, are Pifturer of 
the Divine, but Jour Majeſty s is moſt 
eminently ſo. For, as you are both the 
Deliverer and Choice of the Nations 
you govern; ſo you rule them as reaſona- 
ble Creatures and a Free People, piving 
Liberty to all, but allowing Licenti- 
onſneſs to none. 

Your Majeſty's recommending Re 
formation fo frequently and pathetical- 
ly, both in your Speeches to your Par- 
haments and Proclamations to your 
Subjetts, that the Laws might be put 
in due execution againſt open Wicked- 
neſs, doth fully aſſure us, that it is 
none of the leaſt of your Regal Cares 
gnd Feroical Deſigns, to raiſe the Ge- 
nius of your People by bettering their 
Mordls, This 
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This is indeed an Attempt Worthy of 
ſuch a Monarch , the Proſecution and 
Accompliſhment of which will fur- 
ther charatteriſe your Majeſty both as 
Good and Great, and lay a juſt Foun- 
dation of Your being particularly known 
by the Title of Defender of the Faith, 
And it is the conſtant and earneſtPray- 
er of your beſt Subjefts, that you may 
be as proſperous in Peace, im conquer- 
ing inteſtine Vices and Impieties, as 
ou were Glorious in War, againſt fo- 
reign Enemies : That thus your Royal 
Example and Influence may render the 
Fnceavours of good Men this way more 
diffuſive 'and ſucceſsful, as well as 
ftir up others to concur in this honour- 
able and neceſſary Work, which ſtill re- 
quires more hands. 

The Deſign therefore of this ſmall 
Eſſay being to give ſuch an account of 
Theocraty or the Divine Government of 
us ET Nati- 


| Nations, 48 night; incite to, and aſſiſt 
towards the. promoting /o noble an end 
' I w4s emboldned. to addreſs Vour Ma- 
ieſty ofter. this manner, leaving, the 
Subjett and. Scope to apologize for the 
Defetis of the Performance. | 
May the Dive Goodneſs long pre- 
| ſerve your Sacred Per fon and Precious 
, Life, in Mercy to Europe and the 
World, and for the Good and Peace of 

this Kingdom and your ather Domini- 
0ns, May you ever grow and encreaſe 
in Happineſs and Glory ; bonoured by 
your Alkes, beloved by youP# Subjeits, 
dreaded by your Enemues,and Wy by 
all Men. May Succeſs ever an{wer, 
and even exceed your Wiſhes, and true 
and laſting Fame enlighten Poſterity 
with the Luſtre of your Name and 
Glory of Your Aftions : and. of theſe 
 . may 'not only our preſent Deliverance 
and That, but the Future Settle- 
__ 


Dedication. 
tent and Security of theſe King - 
doms, be an eternal Monument. And , 
may God, when he removes you from 
us (and ob ! may it be late !) reward 
your ( ates and Labours with endleſs 
Felicity and Joy, and give you the 
(rown of Glory in exchange for your 
earthly Diadem. ' So prayeth, 


'Great SIR, 
Vow Majeſty's moſt Humbly Devoted, 
and moſt Obedient Subjeft, 


Robett Fleming. 


Jer. XVIII Ver. 7, 8,9, 1o, 1t. 


At what inſtant I ſhall ſpeak concerning a Na 
tion, and concerning a Kingdom, to pluc 
up and to pull down, and to deſtroy it : I 
that Nation againſt whom I have Pn—_ 
this, turn from their Evil, I will repent of 
the Evil that I thought to do unto them, And 
at what inſtant I ſhall ſpeak concerning 8 
Nation, and concerning a Kingdom, to Fold 
and to plant it : If it do evil in my fight, that 
it obey not my Voice, then I will repent of the 
good wberewith I ſaid I would benefit them. 

Now therefore go to, ſpeak t0 the Men of 
Judah, and to % Inhabitants of Jeruſalem, 
' ſaying, Thus ſaith the Lord, Behold I frame 
Evil againſt you, and deviſe a Device againſt 
you : Return ye now every one from his evil 
Way, and make your Ways and your Doings 
good, 


HERE is hardly any Principle of 
Argumenrarion,from whence - aa 
of [ifs and Reformarionof Manners 
may nor be urg'd and enforc'd. For 
whether we conſider natural or re- 

vealed Religion; wherher we think of God, our 

ſelyes,or others; wherher we refle&t on Man aparr, 
or in relation ro Sociery, as totheir Peace here, 
or Happineſs hcreafrer ; _ we way by my 


_ 
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Inference find our thoughts terminate on Refor- 
mation and Piery, as a thing excellenr'in it ſelf, 
and beneficial  ro"Men ; very naming of 
which is enough ro raviſh the Souls of good 
Meu, and to ſerve Convictions on the. Con- 
ſciences of the Wacked. 

Therefore rho rhis Subje& has been excellenr- 
ly diſcourſed of already, and prefſt from ſeveral 
of theſe Topicks 5 is no fear of n_— lo 
copious and diff ed on Argument, which like 
the Widow's Oil will be found to increaſe and 
tun over, as long as there. are Souls to receive 
its Ideas, or Mouths to impart them to others. 

Bur this Conſideration dos rather overwhelm 
than caſe my Mind, which finds ir ſelf ſo unc- 
qually match'd in attempting, tho ar your de- 

Ire, to ſpeak of rhus Subject: For it is nor the 

litrleneſs bur greatneſs of any thing thar ſtraitens 

a Man's Thoughts, by diflipating or ſwallow- 

ing them up 5 ſo that when he has moſt ro fay, 

he can. oft fay leaſt, Hence ir is we are told 

Ifa, 40. fo patherically in Scripture, how unable we are 

Job 11. 7, ro comprehend God, whom we can as little graſp 

8, 9. in.our Minds as we can the Sea in the hollow of 

york 21. our Hands. And from hence the Apoſtle Jobs 

_ aſſures us, that if all had been written of Chriſt 

which the Matter was capable of, the World 

had beth confounded'with voluminous and end- 

OP. -and the” Books thar have been 

compoſed fince his ritne make good his Hlyper- 
' bole, if indeed it be bne;- 42 

- While therefore 'E conffidered the vaſtheſs of 

the Subject 1 was defired ro recommend ' and 

rge at 'this'time, arid eall'd tro mind Splomon's 

Complaint, that he found Study tirefom, and 

Books endleſs, tho- his Soul was of the _— 

| 1zC 
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91ze and ſtrongeſt Make that ever Man's was : 
I could nor bur conclude it neceſſary for me, fo 
ro accommodate my ſelf ro this Point, as to 
pred ir from one Topick only. Tho eyen in rhis 
1 ſeem ro have undertaken roo great a Tak, in 
propoling to conſider and repreſent unto you in 
o ſhort rime, the Divine Providence as prefid- 
ing over and governing Kingdoms and Narions, 
in order thence to incice you ro publick and uni- 
verſal Reformation of Manners, 

I ſhall nor therefore trouble you, nor ſpend 
any part of our little rime in angling for nal 
Shreds of Trurh by barren Crirciſms upon the 
Words : tho I ſhould have reckon'd it of uſe 
ro conſider rheſe, if I had found any thing very 
material ferch'd from thence, to the Illuitrarion 
of rhe Texr, by any of the Maſters of the Cri- 
rical Arr. Pur finding that rhe Sepruaginr ard 
all other Verſions I had opportunity ro peruſe 
did render the Hebrew with reſpect ro Mar- 
rer and Scope, as our Interpreters do, I rhoughr 
all my buſineſs was ro conſider the Import of 
the Wards as they he before us, in order to 
underſtand and improve them. 

As an Introduction to this, I ſhall preſent 
you with the gencral Scope borh of the Texr 
and Conrexr, from the firſt ro the cighreenth 
Verſe of this Chapter ; which take as follows. 

The Propher Feremiab having got a general 
Cotnmiſſion to reprove the Jews for their many 
Sins, and ro threaten them with War, Deſola- 
tion and Capriviry, if rhey ſhould conrigue dif- 
obedient, and. not reform and repent, is in this 
Chapter ſent ro the Porter's Hout: ro have an 
emblemarical R "fare of God's Provi- 
dence rowards 


e 
en and Nations. When he 
2 comes, 


B 
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comes, the Wheels are going, and rhe Porter ar 
work to make ſuch a Veſlel as he had prepar'd 
the Clay for. Bur it did not an{wer his purpoſe 
and expectation, bur is marred in his hands, 
7, e. breaks or cracks, or is not ductile to his 
mind : Therefore he*rakes anorher Method, and 
caſts rhe Clay inro a new Form, and makes 
thereof another kind of Veſlel; as ſeemed good 
ro himſelf ro make ir. Then ſays God, © Lo 
* here Jeremiah, thou haſt an Hieroglyphick of 
« my Providence in relation ro Kingdoms and 
* Nations; therefore go to the People of 1/7acl, 
* and tell them in my name, thar I may be 
« juſtly pp ro have as much, yea vaſtly 
more right and power ro diſpoſe of ” drach who 
* arc but brittle and Clay Veſſels of my own 
making, than the Potter has over his Clay. 
I can mend or mar, make or break them, as 
* well as he his Veſſels. Bur becauſe they are 
cndowed with thinking and immorral Souls, 
tcl] them rhar I ſhall carry it rowards them 
accordingly ; and that therefore I will nor 
deal with' them by way of abfolure Power, 
but my ſoveraign Providence ſhall be manag- 
cd by the Rules of an exact Equity remper'd 
with Goodneſs, that the Fuſtice of my Proce- 
dure may appeartoall,and even to themſelves. 
* For,however they ſhall behave themſelves, my 
* defign is to carry it ſo, That I may be juſtifi- , 
* ed by all, as to the Equity of my Words and De- 
clarations, and that T may appear to ve" ml 
antclear from any ſuſpition of Cruelty a J- 
** gour when I ſhall judg them for their Aﬀtions. 
* I do therefore give rhem' this plain De- 
claration of my Providence: Thar when ar 
any time T threaten a Nation with deſtructi- 
on 
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* on and ruin; if that Nation reform and re- 
* pent before ir be roo late, T will ſpare ir and 
** nor deſtroy ir. And on rhe other hand, when 
* I bleſsa Nation with many and fingular Mer- 
cies and Privileges ; if that Nation require 
* my kindneſs no otherwiſe than by Diſobedi- 
* ence and Rebellion, I will change the courſe 
of my Providence, and bring milery and de- 
ſolarion upon them. 
« Go therefore Feremiah, and rell the Mcn 
* of Judah and Inhabirants of Feruſalem, thax 
this being rhe ſerrled and ordinary Law by 
which I govern Nations, they ought to make 
a wiſe Applicarion thereof ro themſelves : For 
ler chem nor plead exemprion from Puniſh- 
ment upon the account of their Special Pri- 
vileges ; for I aſſure rhem rhar I defign ſcve- 
rely to puniſh them, unleſs they fer abour a 
National Reformation, and rurn from their 
evil Ways.and Courſes. 
* However, let them nor deſpair when they 
* ſee Miſeries ready ro break in upon them, as 
* if there was no hope : for were I not defi- 
* rous to ſpare them, I would nor þe ar all this 
* pains ro ſhew them rheir Dury and Intereft. 
* Argne therefore with them further thus: O 
* ye Jews,is it not an unaccountable thing, rhar 
* ye ſhould act ar this rare? Ir isas if a Man 
* ſhould chooſe ro dwell in a parched Des 
, <; ſerr, rather rhan inhabir a pleaſant and irri- 
* guate Soil : For ye have thrown off the only 
* true God, your conſtant Benefactor and Pro- 
* rector, and have worſhipped lifeleſs and ſenſe- 
* lels Deities, thar can nezther hear nor help. 
* And inſtcad of walking in the ways of ho- 
© lineſs and ob- Jience, ye have broken all the 
3 « Fences 
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# Fences I ſer you, and run inro forbidden Cour- 
* ſes, Tell rhenttherefore that by this way they 
« draw down miſery on their own heads, to the 
* ruin of their Country, and rhe making them- 
* ſelves the laughing-ſtock of rhe Gentiles, by 
* forcing me to become rheir Enemy, and to 
* puniſh them with Capriviry and Deſolation. 

his Account of the Meaning and Scope of 
rhe firſt ſeventeen Verſes of this 'Chaprer, I 
thought fir ro premiſe, which may ſcrve as a Pa- 
raphraſe upon them, and be an Introduction ro 
rhe Diſcourſe I. propoſe ro entertain you with, 
from the words I have read. . 


My Texr naturally divides it ſelf into theſe 


two Parts or General Heads : Fitſt, The Account 
God bimſelf gives of the ordinary Method of his 
Providence in governing Nations and Kingdoms. 
vecondly, The Application of thus Account to the 
Jews, withrelation to their particular Caſe and Cir- 
cumſtances. 

PAKITL 


The Account God gives of the ordinary Me- 
thod of bis Providence in governing Nations and 
 K: ngdoms. 


T perceive I am got upon a large and diffuſcd 
Field. of Marrer, where, if I take nor good 
| heed, I may borh, miſtake my own way, and 
miſlead rhe thoughrs of others. Proyidence 
is a dark and myſterious Labyrinth, whoſe Ma- 
zes and Meanders, Turnings and Windings, 
none did ever yer, in all reſpects, ſucceflively 
Hicoyer and lay.open : So rhar ir ſeems to be 
the work of Chriſt himſelf andnor of meer Mcn, 
the work of Eternity and nor of Time, ro = 

JB 
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juſt rhe many ſeeming Diſcords thereof in one 

reat Harmony. I ſhall therefore venture na 
| Art, into rhe Receſfles of this Subject, rhan 
my Text will give me leave ; eſpecially confi- 
. dering that I am confined ra the narrow limirs 
of one ſingle Diſcourſe, apd thar this is nor the 
only rhing I muſt ſpeak ro therein. 

Having therefore already given you a pare 
Idea of rhe meaning and ſcope of the Words 
read, I ſhall from thence propoſe ro your Medi- 
rations the ſeveral Conſiderations of rhe  Theo- 
craty, or Divine Government of Naxiens,in ſome 
Propoſirions, which I ſhall endeavour ro propoſe 
in fach a Gradarion of thought, that your minds 
may be inſenſibly led frm one ro anarher. 


Prop. I. As God is the Ruler of all things, 
fo he is in a ſpecial manner the Reflor of Meu, 
whom he governs as reaſonable Creatures, 

Every Effect ſuppoſes a Cauſe, and eyery 
Work a Workmgn ; and therefore the Notion 
of Creatures invalves. the belief of a Creator. 
And Work of ſuch a nature as this vaſt and 
admirably contrived World, muſt needs lead 
us ro this Conclufion,thart the Aurhor is infinitely 
wiſe, powerful and ; For, as rhe Apoſtle 
. ſays, The inviſible things of God, even his eter- Rom. 

'nal Power and Godhead are clearly underſtood 
the things that are ſeen. And this belief of God 
| leads neceffarily ro the faith of a Providence. 
For ſurely ir is as caſy for an infinitely powerful 
and wiſc Being ro govern as ro make the World. 
And it is nor conſiſtent with his Goodneſs 
ro ſuffer inferior Beings which he -gave Ori- 
gin unto, ro be without all Government and 
Rule, To talk of Chance rhereforc as the Ma- 

. B 4 ker 
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ker or Ruler of the Univerſe, is tro ſpeak words - 


thar have no ſenſe in them. Is this Chimera we 

call Chance ſomerhing or nothing ? If nothing ; 

can nothing be a Cauſe of real Effects ? If ſome- 

thing ; dos it aCt regularly or irregularly ? If 

regularly ; then ir is no more Chance ? If irre- 

rly; how can it producea regular and uni- 

form World ? Can rhere be more in the Effect. 

than the Cauſe could impart to it > And if the 

uniform Courſe of rhe Sun and other Lumina- 

ries, the arion of rhe Species of Crea- 

rures, in ſhorr, rhe Courſe of Narure for 

five thouſand years, prove not the Regulariry of 

the World, we muit for ever ceaſe ro reaſon 

upon any thing in this Life. Therefore we may 

be affured the ſame God governs the World who- 

Pal. 103. made it ; and that this bs Kingdom of Provi- 
I 9. dence ruleth ober all. 

And fuch is the Divine Goodneſs, that he rec- 
kons nothing which he made beneath his Care ; 
which is no more difficult to him, _ than to go- 
vern any one thing, if we have any due Con- 
ceprion of hjs infinite Perfetions, Hence the 

oh. 3» $8. Scripture tells us, That he makes his Winds blow 

Plal. 104 ag be pleaſerh : Thar be gives Life or takes it 

29. "away as be ſees good; and that he gives feod 

Plal. 104+ 70 all Creatures, Birds, Beaſts, -and Fiſhes, who 
17,2127» all depend upon his Bounty for their proviſion. 

os Bur his Providence takes a more ſpecial Care 

of the Children of Men, whom he governs in 

another manner, than rhe inanimate or brutith 

art of the Creation ; and difdains nor ro be 

Job. 9.20, Ai by the Title of, The Preſerver of Men, 

For, not ro pry into the unknown and inviſible 

Pal. x35, Orbs and Regions, be bath given thy Earth to 

I6, the Children of Men, ang all the Creatares there- 

"n 
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3n to ſubſerve their uſe. Burt Men themſelves he Pal. 8. 6, 
has made ro be, his Subjects ro ſerve and obey 7: 8+ | 
him ; and rherefore has brought them under a 

Law and the Sanction thereof, by pramiſes of Re- 

wards and rhrearnings of Puniſkments, as they 

ſhall be found ro behave rhemſclves. And hs Prov. g.21. 
eyes are over them continually, to obierve their Pro- & 15. 3. 
ceedings. So certain 1s this, that the Apoſtle 

confirms the belicf of the Being of God from 

rhe Conſideration of his Providence : Tho God, A&.14.16, 
ſays he, in times paſt ſuffered all Nations to walk 19. 

31 their own ways ; yet he left not himſelf without 

witneſ;, in that he did good, and gave us Rain 

from Heaven, and fruitful Seaſons, filling cnr 

Hearts with Food and Gladneſs, And from this 

Topic the Pſalmiſt attempts to convince wicked 

' Men of rhe folly of their Imagination, that God 

did not mind things below, or take notice of 

rheir Oppreſſion and Villany. They break in Plal.g4. 5. 
pieces thy People, O Lord, and affiift thine Heri- 6,7,8,0% 
tage. They ſlay the Widow and the Stranger, and 

ffi the Fatherleſs : Tet they ſay, The Lord ſhall 

not ſee, neither ſhall the God of Jacob regard it. 
Underſtand ye brutiſh among the People ; and ye 

Fools when will ye be wiſe? He that planteth the 

Ear, ſhall he not hear > Fle that formed the Eye, 

ſhall he not ſee ? &C. 6 


Prob, II. God doth not only govern Men con- 
ſidered particularly and apart,” but as they coaleſce 
znto Societies, and conſtitute and make up diſtin 
Kingdoms and Nations., | 

T his is ſo plain and perſpicuous in our Texr, 
thar I need alledg nothing further by way of 
Probatioy. And whar are rhe Kingdoms and 
Nartions of this World, but ſo many Provinces 

| » - under 
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under the care of a wiſe God, who reigns over 
them as Univerſal Monarch ? If one Man ſome- 
rimes has been capable ro rule many and far di- 
| ſtant Nations, many of whom never ſaw him,nor 
, expected ever to {ce him, and yet obeyed volun- 
Rygerad. rarily, which was the Caſe of Cyras ; furely ir 

| _ .need be thought no ſtrange thing for God ro rule 
ak all Nations. He is King of Kings and Lord of 

I Tww.6. 1,7, and all Princes and Rulers are bur his 

Ty Viceroys, and Officers under him, who act by 

his Commiſſion, and are accountable tro him 

2 Chron. for their management, He rules over all the 

20.6. Kingdoms of the World, and in hi hand there is 

Power and Might, ſo that none x able to with- 
ftand him ; and he diſpoſeth of all Nations as be 
fees good. 

And ſurely there is all reaſon that he thar 
made the World ſhould govern it : For he only 
is and can be the Soveraign thereof.” Andto none 
elſe can abſolute Power and Authoriry belong ; 
it being the higheſt Uſurparion and Treaſon for 
any Morral to claim this, as well as impoflible 
thar he ſhould be poſleſſed of it ; for he thar 
is qualifiedto rule abſolurcly,muſt have asarighr 

juſt Title to this Power, ſo alſo all Verrues 
complear and perfect. in himſelf, withour the 
leaſt Allay or Imperfection, He muſt be the 
nioft gracious and merciful, rhe moſt juſt and 
fairhful, rhe moſt wiſe and knowing, the moſt 
powerful and mighty of all Beings. In a word, 
he muſt be Optimus Maximus, the beſt and the 

. greateſt, Now is there any beſides the infinite 
God rhar is poſſeſſed of all rheſe PerfeCtions ? 
Is there any Man thar knows all things, or can 
do all rhings ? 1s there any Man infinjte or un- * 

changeable ? | 


For 
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For a Man then ro make himſelf Abfolure, is 
ro act over again the madnels of ſuch a frantick 


II 


Perſon as Caligula, who commanded all ro wor- Sueton, 
ſhip him as God. And ſurely ir muſt needs 1? Via 


| be the higheſt Madneſs to uſurp that which he _ _ 


gatione 
ad cum. 


can never reach or attain : For ler him do what 
he can, he can never make himſelf independent, 
unlimired or infinite, 
And as none bur God can gnome ro Arbitra- 

h 6 Authoriry and Power : fo no Subjects are 
obliged or oughr ro obey, mcerly becauſe ir- is 

ſaid, ſo we cemmand you, unleſs in things indiffe- 
rent: For when God commands one thing, and 
Rulersanorher,we muſt ever follow the Apoſtoli- 


_ cal practice, and fay with rhem, Whether it be ag 41g, 


right in the ſight of God to obey you rather than 
God, judp ye. 

It is God then whom Kingdoms and, Nations 
ought to obey as their Soveraign Ruler and Ab- 
ſolureJudg ; waoſe Commands being ſealed wirh 
a Thus ſaith the Lord, ought ro be ove with- 
our farther Debate. Ir is he only who knows 
the Soul and irs Secrets, who gives Laws to the 
inward as well as ourward part, and executes 
Judgmenr imparrially to all his Subjects. 

Bur in a Conſiſtency with the Laws of Rea- 
ſon and Revelation alſo, where it is ſuperadded, 
all are obliged ro ſubmit ro- the Laws made by 
Men for the good of rhe Communiry. For ro 
live without all Rule and Law is as ridiculous, 
as for a Man ro commir himſelf and all he has ro 
the imperuous Sea and its inconftanr Waves, in 
a Ship withour eirher Sreerage, Compals, Sails 
or Oars. Licenriouineſs indeed is ofren miſtaken 
for Liberty. Bur if it muſt go under rhar name, 
yer it is only a Liberty to err, to be mad and 

ro 
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ro be miſerable. Anarchy as it is the worſt of 
Tyrannies, ſo it is a thing in vain attempred, 
in the full ſenſe of the Word: -For had we none 
in this World ro be ſummoned before, yer there 
is a Law in ourſelves to which we are accounta- ' 
ble ; a Conſcience rhart accuſerh or excuſerh us as 
we live and at. Fuvenal * therefore tells his 
Friend that he was not to thinkrhat thoſe eſcap'd 
all Puniſhment, who were nor called to an ac- 
count for their Villanies by human Judicarories; 
- for that fuch Mens Conſciences rormented them 
as much as all Racks and Torrures could do. 


Prop. IN. The Fundamental Law ard Inftru- 
ment of God's Kinogdem over Men, whereby he 
governs them both apart and as they conſtitute and 
- make up diſtinft Nations, is the Conception and 

mend Men have of Religion as to its Princi- 
ples and Obligations, 
| ThoGodbeour Abſolute Soveraign and Lord, 
and might thus juſtly require of us whatever he 
pleaſeth ; yer ſuch is his Condeſcenfion and 
* Goodneſs, thathe chooſerh ro govern Men as free 
 andrational Creatures, by commanding nothin 

bur whar is agreeable ro their Natures, ws, 
makes for their own' Intereſt in conjunction 
with his Honour. He gives rherefore ſome 
narices of his Being and Beneficence ro all Na- 


Go —_— 


v -.—- —-—— Cur tamenhos tu. 
. Evaſifſe putis, quos djri conſcia faQi 
Mens haber aroniros, & ſurdo verbere czdir, * 
Occulcum quariente animo tor:ore flagellum ? 
Poena aurem vehemens ac mulro ſ=vior illis, 
Quas & Czdictus gravis invenit & Rhadamanrhus, 
Note dieq; ſuum peſtzzeigecRore tefſtem, 
Inyen, Sat. 13» ; 
rions, 
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tions, and thereby leads their Thoughts inro rhe 
Notion and Conception of what we call Re- 
ligion, imprefling their Souls with Apprehen- 


« fions of 1ts main Principles and Scope: Tho 


in this he acts variouſly, leaving ſome ro the 
bare conduct of Reaſon and DiCtates of Con- 
ſcience, and affording others an expreſs Re- 


velation of his Will, and that variouſly alſo ac- 


cording to the Circumſtances of Men in the 
World, and their different Capacities. Bur in 
all this he acts wiſely and mercifully both, re- 
quiring no further Improvement than in propor- 


13 


tion ro the Talents lent : For they that /m with- Matth. 25, 
out the Law of an expreſs Revelation, ſhall be 15, &c. 


be judged by it ; for there is no reſpe& of Perſons 
with God. 
The Apoſtle gives us abrief bur exa&t Account 


both of the Principles and Durics of Religion - 


as ſuch, abſtracting from the conſideration of 
borh the Jewiſh and Chriſtian Economy, in rhe 
Epiſtle ro the Hebrews, chap. 11. ver. 6, where 
he tells us, that he that comes to God muſt be- 
lieve that he is, and that he s 1a Rewarder of 
them that diligently ſeck to pleaſe him. For 


herein he ſhews us rhe Principles, Duries and 


Scope of Religion in. one compendious View. 
Firſt, He gives an account of the Principles 
of Religion, which are five : The 1/t is, 
That God xs, or that there is a God. The 24 
is, Thar God is the Ruler and Governour of 
Men : For this is ſufficiently intimared when 


* he is called a Rewarder of Men. The 2d is, 


Thar Man is a needy, dependent and accounra- 


ble Creature : which is plainly imported when 


it 


» Judged only by the Dif ates of Reaſon and natural Rom.2a 1, 
Light : Whereas they that ſin under the Law ſhall 12+ 


14 
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.Iit is made his Duty here to come to God, to ſeek 
. bin diligently, and to ſtudy to pleaſe him ; and in 
. this 4 God is ſaid to-be a Rewarder of 


' futh as do ſo. The 4th is, Thar Mens Souls are 
immortal, or at leaſt rhar Men ſhall live again af- ' 


ter Death: for orherwiſe God cannor be truly 


ſaid ro be a Rewarder of them that diligently * 


ſeek him, fince ſuch Perſons do ofren meer 
with rhe worſt Trearment in this preſent Life, 
The 5th, which goes Sonny ang with rhe 
preceeding, is, 'T har there is a furure ſtare to be 
expected, where Men will be rewarded or pu- 
ni according to their deeds, In rhe next 
place, he propoſes tro our Conſideration the 
Duties of Religion. which we are obliged to ; 
viz. 8. To believe theſe Principles ; and 2. To 
worſhip and obey God accordingly 3 which the 


.. Apoſtle expreſſes by the Phraſes of coming to 


God, and ſecking him. To which he adds the 
manner of worſhipping and ſerving God truly, 
by commanding us to do {o diligently. In rhe 
laſt place he, propoſes the End and Deſign of 
all Aotigion, which he” repreſents as a concern 
_ ftaady ro pleaſe God, in order to be rewarded 
y him. 
This Account of Religion is ſuch, thar ir leads 


| the Mind to an eaſy and reaſonable Account 


of tt in the general Notion. - For I cannot bur 
hence form ro my ſelf this plain and conſiſtent 
Deſcriprion of-it ; viz. © Thar ir. is a ſerious 


* Concern and ſtudious Endeavour ro ſeek after . 


* God, and come unro him, in that way which 
* we think will be moſt acceprable and pleaſing 
*. to him,and conſequently eftectual ro reach rhe 
* end deſigned ; and all rhis proceeding from a 
* right apprehenſion, and firm belief ot _ 

. Being 


| 
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* Being and Beneficence,and from a juſt fenſe of 
M "9019, Ann? wg upon him,and accountableneſs 
* ro him, and of our being deſigned for a future 
* Srate,and conſequemtly of our being ro be re- 
* wardedor puniſhedrhere,according to out Life 
* and Behaviour here,wirh reſpect w rhe aboye- 
+ mentioned Concern and Endeavour, 

And as this is the Idea we muſt neceſla- 
rily have of Religion 3 ſo we may eaſily per- 
ceive hence how rcafonable a thing Religion is : 
For fuppoling the former Principles (which ir 
were eaſy to ptove, tho I have now no time for 
it) is there any thing that can be ſuppoſed 
more rational than this? Is there an infinate, 
perfect and glorious Being, whom we call God 
(a Name that imports fuch a Being ; ) Surely 
. then he is to be admired, lov'd, fear'd and obey- 
ed by us. Is he our Creator, and ſhall nor his 
Creatures ſerve him ? Is he our Protector, Go- 
vernor and Benefactor ; and ſhall we nor fub- 
ject our ſelves ro him, and be thankful for whar 
he beſtows upon us? Are we every way nd- 
ing upon him, as ro Being, Lite and Action ; 
and ſhall we nor have our conſtant recourfe un- 
ro him for every thing we need ? Has he beſtow- 
ed upon us immorral Souls, rational and free 
Spirits ; and thall nor onr Souls, our 'Thou 
and Wills be employed tor him, and in his Ser- 
vice ? Are we to be happy or miſerable hereaf- 
rer, according as we live and behave our ſelves 
here in-rhis Life ; and ſhalt-we not then labour 
and ſtudy to act fo that we may be approved and 
rewarded by him ? So that upon rhe whole and 
entire view-of all rheſe things, we cannor-bur 
ſee and own, that Religion is of all things rhe 


molt reaſonable, .and is rherefore by the Apoſtle Rom.12t. 


quftly-called our reaſonable Service, 1 
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And ſurely ir muſt be reaſonable, fince it was 

con-creared with Man at firſt, and interwoven 

Gen, 1.26, manetag 94 pry abc in the 
27. Image . w 1g10n gets again 

.- the | cre over ef tabey this Image 

is renewed in us, we'find it to be every way 

adapred to the Faculries of our Souls. Unro this 

Col. 2, ro, *Þ< Apoſtle gives the Title of the New Man, 

= To. 3. and calls ir by the name of Knowledg, bur ſuch 

*'-* ” a Knowledg as carries along wirh it 'Bowels of 

Mercies, Humility, Kindneſs, Meekneſs, Long-ſuffer- 

ing, and particularly Love or Charity. And in 

Eph. 4.24. another place he lays, this New Man or renewed 

Image of God, ſtands in Righteouſneſs and true 

Holineſs, which is the ſame wirh rhe former Ac- 

count. And rherefore there is no ground for 

piecing rogether what the Apoſtle ſays of this 

in theſe rwo Epiſtles, as if he had given an im- 

perfect account of ir in each of theſe pla- 

Ces. 


Nay, there are eyen Veſtiges of this ro be tra- 
ced in the degenerare Natures of unrenewed 
- Sinners : For unleſs we believe Religion, and 
have ſome Notion ef ir, we can never ſuffici- 
ently underſtand for whar end the very Facul- 
ries of our Souls were given us. For as we have 
bodily Organs.and Sontes, whereby we are ca- 
pable to converſe with material and ſenſible 
things ; ſo we have reaſon * alſo, whereby we 
can think of rhings abſtracted from Senſe and 


v4 Separat hzc nos 


AGrege Mutorum, arqz ideo venerabile oli 

Sorriti Ingenium, Divinorumg; capaces, 

Senſum a Cceleſti demifſum traximus Arce, 
+ "1.47 4" Tuven, Sat, >L 


Martrer, 
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Martter, which the Eye never ſaw, nor the Ear 
heard of, For by this we can ſoar above rhings 
below, and paſs beyond the boundaries of rime 


and place. And ler none fay, that all this is 


from Education; for were there not a Faculry 


 3n us capable of diſcerning theſe rhings; all the 


reaching in the world would avail us nothing ; 


and an Aſs or Hog mighr be raughr this as well 


as we. Nay do we not experience this, thar 


no —_—_ Object can give us intire and full 


farisfaCtion ? which ſhews us that our Souls are 
formed . for ſomerhing more noble than this 
World. "Tis true, we know nor even finite 
things perfectly ; yer rhus much we know of 
them, that rhey are finire and unſatisfactory. 
And therefore our Souls muft ever remain fleer- 
ing and diſquiered, withour the Objects which 
Religion preſents us with. ' | 

I might here run our jnto many things thar 
this Subject would lead me into. Bur time al- 
lows, me only ro hint ſome few rhings, and for- 
ces me to by many others. Ir is from rhis 
Connaruralneſs of Religion to us, that we find 
a ſecrer Pleature in our being conſcious ro our 
ſelves thar we act virtuouſly and well, rho we 
bring thereby no advantage to our ſelves as to 
this World ; and thar the Mind ar ocher rimes is 
under uneaſy Thoughts, from a ſenſe of being 
guilry of ſecrer Evils, when none knows of them, 
and when all things external go fair and ſmoorh. 
Whence is ir thar good men can rejoice in Tri- 
bulations and.continued Troubles in rhis Life ? 
And whence is it that ill Men are ſcard and 
tormented by rhe review vf their own Crimes, 
when they are in no danger to be puniſhed by 
Men ? If Fears and Vexations did only haunr 
Corrages, 
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| from the dread of remporal Puniſhmentrs : bur | 
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Corages, we might fuppole theſe proceeded 


when rhey infeſt rhe Cloſers and Thrones of 
Prinees, tho-never ſo abfohnte and above humar 
Power, . they muſt ſurely have another Cauſe. 
Theſe things affure us, rhar there are Rules 
and Laws, which have a peculiar relation ro rhe 
Soul and Mind, by which ir is to ſteer its courſe 
with reſpect both ro a preſent and furure Sariſ- 
faction and Happineſs ; and thar it has things 
ro mind which immediately concern ir ſelf, and 
not the Body, 

Theſe hinrs may ſerve ro ſhew whar ſurable- 
neſs and congruity there is berween Religion 
and' the Soul, Bur this will appear further if 
we conſider what the firſt Principles and Senri- 
ments of Religion are, which God has conrinu- 
ed with all Men, more-or leſs. And I cannor 
forbear ro ſpeak of rheſe, becauſe ir is this way - 
God chiefly rakes to maintain his Government 
in a'moral Senſe over human Race, | 

Wharever Diſcrepancy there is among Na- 
rions and Perſons as to their Sentiments of Re- 
ligion, as well as Rites and' Ceremonies ; yer 
fill rheze are three things that Men have in a 
manner univerſally agreed upon in all Apes ; 
and are ſufficient ro give a tolerable Idea of Re- 


ligion in general. 


1. Mankind hath agreed in this; Thar there 
isa God, 7.e. a moſt glorious and perfect Be- 
ing, to whom we owe the moſt ſolemn Vene- 
ration and Adoration, Wharever- abſtrd Fan- 
cies ſome Nations have admitred'as ro the Diery, 
arArey ome belief and ' worſhip of him we 

nd : For ſo ſtrongly is rhis- Perlwaſion rooted 
jn human Nature, that men will rather worſhip 
| any 
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any thing, than nor believe the Being of a Dei- 
fy. So thar the grofleſt Idolarries and Super- 


ſtirions rhar ever were, are ſtill a Proof of this . 


Trurh, And ir is plain that this could not 
come from Collafion, guarnal Intercourſe, or rhe 
Loo bogs wogrces =» * fince the moſt barbarous 
Narions, the Iſlanders, and rhe lareft 
diſcovered Places of the World are found ro 
agree in this general Sentiment. *Tis true, 
ſame People are ralk'd of abour the Cape of Good 
Hope, and in New Holland, who ſeem to have 

no fort of Worſhip them, and hardly 
any thing like Reaſon. Bur I am apr to rhink 
thar rheir feriry and wildneſs occafions this 
nor ro be obſerved in them. They are rterrifi- 
ed ar the fight of Europeans, and therefore be- 
moodgmoyy feet gen —_ 

es, whereby expreſs rheir 
belicf of a Deiry ma be odd therther'ma | 
be eaſily miſtaken for other rhing by thoſe 
who ſee and obſerve them. Bur if indeed they 
be a Race of Idiors, we cannor expect Religion 
where Reaſon is wanting, But ſuppoſing there 
were Natiens ſunk ſo far below orher men as to 
become a kind of Brurtes ; this milicaresno more 
againſt our Aſſerrion, as to Religion, than if” 


dos _ Mens being reaſonable Creatures, 
becauſe we find in ſome places Houſes fill'd wirh 
Fools and mad Men. And the ſame confidera- 
tions ſhews, Thar our Aferrion is no way wea- 
kened by reaſon of the monſtrous Production 
of ſon Arheiſts in the Warld; if indeed there 
wo any fuch ——_ really. Bt 
2. Mankind generally agrees in this allo, 
Thar there is a vaſt difference berween Virtue 
and Vice, There is _ a comelinefs andbeau- 
2 ty 


ig 
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xy in Virtue and good ACtions. and ſuch a de- 
formiry and monſtrofity in Vice and Wicked- 
neſs, thar Men cannor bur ſee and ownrthe Con- 
trariery, And. therefore all ſorts of People, 
even the moſt barbarous, have found ir neceſla- 
ry to have Laws and Rules among themſelves, 
| for encouraging the one and ſupprefling the 0- 
rher. Ir is therefore a moſt unaccountable rhing 
that there ſhould be any Pretenders ro Reaſon, 
who ſhould rell us, that this Difference berween 
Virrue and Vice dos nor ariſe from the diffe- 
tent and oppoſite narure of rhe things them- 
felves, bur from rhe Laws of Men, that encou- 
rage the doing one- thing, and make anorher 
thing criminal.. Ir were an eaſy thing ro ſhew 
the monſtrous Abſurdiry of this from ſeveral 
Confiderarions. Bur I ſhall only make one Sup- 
poſition ro the Gentlemen of rhis- Opinion, if 
indeed they be ſerious in making the Objecti- 
on, I ſuppoſe then that they themſelves had 
all Power in their hands, and ſhould attempr 
ro make good rheir own Afſertion by invercing 
all our Laws, and-pive our Edicts that all Men 
ſhould lie, chear, ſteal, raviſh and deſtroy. 
Would theſe Crimes immediately change both 
Narure and Name, . and become Virrues? I ſup- 
yor they would ſoon alter their opinion, and 
. fec thar Vice was Vice ſtil, tho incouraged by 
Laws. All then thar can be ſuppoſed to be ar the 
bottom with theſe Men, isthar they love ro live 
lawleſs themſelves, Bur their love of Life and 
reſpect ro their Eſtares, will never allow them 
to wiſh rhat every Man had pawet ro kill or 
1mpoveriſh them ;rho perhaps rhey wiſh ro have 
fuch Power over others.themſelyes. 


3- Mankind likewiſe has generally agreed L. 
t 
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the belief and wy tom of a furure ftare of 
Happineſs as the Reward of good Men, ,and-of 
Mitery as the Puniſhment of bad Men : tho rhe 
Conceprions of the Heathens were. exceedin 
dark and confuſed in their Notions abs 
However their Styx and Tartarus, and their E/y- 
fian Fields, how fabulous ſoever, had rheir riſc 
from this Notion. And-theſe Accounts do con- 
firm to us, that they had ſome Idea of a fu- 
rure State; asmuch as Idolatry dos ſuppoſe the 
Belief of a Diery. And how could Men avoid 
this, who believed thar God. ruled the World. 
in a way of Juſtice, and yer ſaw how unequal-. 
ly Rewards were diſtribured here ? To recon- 
cile theſe ſo oppoſite and contrary things, the 
Reaſon of Man might eaſily be ſuppoſed ro con- 
clude, thar God would ar laſt clear; .up all 
rhings according ro the Rules of exacteſt Juſtice ; 
and fince that was not done in this Life, ir 
followed that there.muſt be another, wherein 
Rewards and Puniſhments will be diſpenſed ro 
Men tmparrially according xo their Wotks.. 
And this teens to have been ar leaſt rhe princi 
Reaſon of rheir belief. of this, * of which ſome 


—— —_—_— 


. FM. Tid., Cic. Somn. Scipionis, Omnibus, qui pc- 

rriam conſervarint, adjuyerint, auxerinr, cerrum efſe 

in Ccelo definirum locum, ubi beati zvo (empiterno 

fraantur. id. Immo verd 11 vivunt, quiex corpo« 

rum vinculis, tanquam e carcere evolayerunt. Tbia. 

' Juſtitiam cole & pjecatrem; ——-ea vita via eſt in Coe+ 

lum,&c. Manil. lib. 1. | +3 
*An forres 2nim# dignataq; nomina Ccelo, 
Corporibus reolura ſuis, rerraqz remiſſa, 

Huc migrant ex orbe,ſuumqzhabitancia Ceelum, 
Acherevs vivunt annos mundog; fruncur, 

C 3 Phi- 
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Philoſophers and Poers roo ſeem ro have had no 
conremprible Notion. 

Now ſeeing theſe things lay the foundation of 
a tolerable Idea of Religion in general ; and 


ſince Men, pom. x ſpeaking, have in all Ages 
and Places woe ef: Principles ; is it potli- 
ble roconceive thar they who differed in almoſt 
all orher rhings, ſhould agree by mere chance in 
a common Miſtake and ſture ? I grant rhar 
it is not the bare multitude of Aferters that 
can affare vs of the rruth of any thing ; fince 
ſomerimes rhe ality of Men has been found 
—_—_ up that for rrurh, which has ar laſt been 
tO be a miſtake : For a thing isnor true be- 
cauſe vored up by rhe Poll, but becauſe demon- 
firared by Reafon. Bur then it is ro be conſi- 
'dered, thar theſe rhings wherein the generality 
of Menhave erred at any time, have either been 
Fats which the Teftimony of one has made 
many miſtake in, or remoter Truths rhar depend 
npon ſome ans > a to Reaſoning, and nor fun- 
damental and firft Truths : And of fuch things 
I can only be of * Ariſtorke's and 4 Cicero'smind, 
that which is believed by all is true, Bur in my 
reaſoning on rhis Head, I have nor barely made 
rhis an Argument for the veriry of Religion, that 
moſt are on that ſide; bur have alſo diſcovered 
thar this is believed by Men, becauſe congru- 
ous and agreeable ro the univerſal Reaſon of 
Mankind: And if rhe former ſaying of Ari/tc- 
zle and Cicero be taken in this ſcale, I look upon 
xKto be as certain a Maxim as any in the World, 
or otherwiſe we have no foundation of cerraint 
ar all. | Theſ. 


* *0 mio Nei Timo ve paluay, aft. 
F Quod omnibus yiderur, eft. Ciz. 
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Theſe things being thus laid down, lead our 
Minds inſenkibly ro ſee the Truth of the Pro- 
poſition : For whatever way God influenceth the 
Minds of 1Men ro apprehend theſe, whether by 
Impreffions from himſelf, or by a natural tho oc- 
culr Derivation from Parents by generation, in 
the ſame way that the ſame Tempers and Diſps 

firions are communicated ro them; or whether 
he dorh this by giving hints of theſe things to 
rhe minds of Men by the ſecrer Voice of Ange. 
lical Meſſengers, or only by traditional Convey- 
ance and Converſe with others,and our improy- 
ing our own Reaſons from thence by confider- 
ing and laying rogerher things repreſented ro us 
by our Senſes : I ſay, whether God affords Men 
x Aran and Principles by all rhefe ways, orany 
of them; Mill I am farisfied rhere is ſuch an uni- 
verfal Notion and Belicf of Religion. And this 
being ſuppoſed, we muft needs conclude, Thar 
this Saſk the grear Law and Inftrament of 
God's governing Men, fince he muſt govern 
them according to their Narures. - And it were 
eaſy ro ſhew thar ir is no more rhe effential Pro- 
perty of Man ro be a reaſonable Crearure, than 


' 4r is to be a religious one ; and I believe ir is 


more difficult ro prove that Brutcs have nothing 
of Reaſon, than that they have nothing like Re- 
ligion. 

_ I cannor forbear giving my thoughts ſome 
further Scope on this Head, by hinting ro you 
how theſe Principles, and the Notion and Belief 
Men have of Religondo exrerrthemſelves. Some 
things rhere are which ſpring from the abgve- 
mentioned Principles of [191 ru. righr-' 
ly improved, dy exceedingly rend ro promote 
Godlineſs ; and which the wiſeReCtor of Mcn 

C 4 makes 
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makes great uſe of in the Government of the 


World. Bur before I propoſe theſe, I muſt pre- 
miſe this one Conſiderarign ; that the Voice and 
Deſire of Nature is a quite different thing from 
thar.of Vice and Luſt : . For Corruption of 
Mind differs as much from its natural Conſtiru-. 
cion, as ſickneſs dos from health of Body, A 
Man in Sickneſs may long for things hurtful ; 
bur Narure left to ir ſelf, and nor ſuppreft, has 
a deſire only to rhings innocent and good. 

Now there are rwo ſorts of Deſires or Appe- 
tites in the Souls of Men ; which I ſhall chooſe 
to call by rhe Deſignation of Primary and Secon- 
dary ones ; becauſe the firſt ſort are more clear- 
Iy the Product of the Remains of Religion in 
Mens Nature: Whereas the ſecond = at 
firſt view to ariſe wholly from Corruption and, 
yicious Habits of Mind ; which ye. we may 
rrace furrher, even to the rational Faculties of 
our Souls, rho they run thro theſe as viriared in 
their Acting, and ſo bear the Impreſſion of the 
fame Obliquity. 

The Primary Aﬀections, Defires, and Appe- 
rites, which ſpeak forth the Remain of ke. 
ligion in the Soul ro be their Original, and 
which God makes grear uſe of in the Govern- 
ment of Men, and which likewiſe rend na- 
turally, where they are jmproved, ro promote 
Virrue and Piery, and the gocd of Naricns : 
Theſe primary Defires, I ſay, are chiefly theſe 
following ; which I can only juſt propoſe as 
Hinrs to be dilared and ftreteh'd our by your 
own Medirations. The Firſt is, The Love that 
narurally all Men have ro whar is noble, excel- 
lent, valuable and -gcod. Wiſdom, Juſtice, 
Goodneſs, Love, Kindneſs and Cs 

| | uch 
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fuch raviſhing things,rthat wherever they are found 
or ſuppoſed ro be, they force delightin us, and 
admiration and reſpe&tfrom us; eſpecially where 
they are found in Perfection, Whentherefare we 
have any true Idea ofthe like PerfteCtions,weare 
unavoidably prompred ro admire,love and adore 
God. The Reaſon therefore that Men are nor 
more univerſally taken with rheſe things, as re- 
ne by Religion, is not becauſe they hare 
uch things ; bur becauſe they will nor allow 
themſelves ro believe thar Religion is poſſeſſed 
of theſe good things, as being intoxicared wirh 
the love of imaginary Perfections, which run 
counter to theſe Realities, which Religion pro- 
poſes as the only excellent things, coudemning 
. at the ſame rime thoſe fancies that ſuch Men 
doat upon. The Second is, The Propenfion 
and fecrer Wiſh that narurally ariſes in our 
Sculs, That we mighr be ſo happy as to have 
a Friend thar might be univerſally uſeful to us : 
one who could infallibly direct us in all things, 
who would be loving, kind, and ſymparhizing, 
would þe fo faithful thar we might intirely con- 
fide in him, who were capable to make us happ 
every way, and who could be ſubject ro no Pal 
fion, Humocr, or Change. No a Fricnd thus 
perfect is bur another Name for God ; and 
therefore this ſeems ro. be the very breathing 
of Narure after him pointing to God as the 
Needle in the Compaſs to the North Pole. And 
is ir not madneſs then, for Atheiſts to laugh at 
thoſe who believe God is, at the ſame time they 
wiſh there were ſuch a one ? I mighr rake occa- 
ſion here ro ſhew, thar it is no ſmall proof rhar 
God is, ro ſce thar it 1s the univerſal Wiſh of 
human Nature at bottom, that fuch a one were : 


For 
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' For this ſuppoſes ſome Conception of a God, 


And how 1s it poſſible that any finire Being 


ſhould the Idea of an infinite One, z 
God hin dt 


nor impart this as far as we 


capable nn ? For withour 
een we. o—__ oe hes wat By a rradi- 
rional 5 71 It ro that 
Man that i Kody who again ro 
him ? &c. tho our mixed Nonons may 


be falſe, wc may conceive a ka ark; 
Gold, not,by n 
Nori Da. <] wag 1h : yerthe fin, 


of which | 
ple Notions, of w mixr ones are compoſed, 


—_—— or otherwiſe we 
of them : For I cannor uns 
Rn how rhe Glaſs of the Mind ſhould, 
form the Idea of ſimple Beings thar are nor, any 
more than a Mirror can receive and expreſs rhe 
RS not” before ir. Bur thar ] 
igreſs roo far, » OG Oy ny aries, 

tar Took who God as a neceſſary Being, 
din's mind, who oe. Jones 
pbk, "AEHK in ible for God nor to ex- 
iſt, * The eh5rd Appetite and Defire of the ra- 
tional Nature is, To be immortal. Life is fo 
noble a Blefſing, rhar withour ir we can enjoy 


-- no other. And hence, | even thoſe who believe 


not a furure Life, or the Souls hs, do 


*0O 
nihil 


vernn, nihil effer falfum, nihil efſer necefſt- 


rium, vihil efler comingens, nihil efſer ile, vihil 

eſſer impoſſible. O quam neceſſe eſt Deum eſſe, 

quem impoſſivile eft non efſe! Brad wardings de Cauſa 
F contra Pulag, 


neceſſe eſt Deum efle ! 14 non cfity, 


all Eo BY EE OY OHH, DU UCC _E_RRN—_ _[___n£s CL CT CN SE PTR os 
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ſj!l wiſh thar this Life were perpetual. And 


madneſs when rhey do ſo. The Action of Cato 
\ and ſome orher brave Hearhens fay leſs againſt 
; this : becauſe rhey believed a furure Srare and 
the Souls Immortality, And leaft of all can 


27 


Jam tos nd ox; Seer defires of Paul 


ns Think ater Marryrdom: For all 
om : For 
theſe had reſpect ro afuraure Life and erernal Re- 
wards ; even as Chrift himſelf for this end en- 
dured the Croſs, and deſpiſed the ſhome. As or 
the poor Arheiſt, he ftands here by himſelf a- 
lone: Whoſe miſerable Comfort is ro hope 


$ doubringly (for he can never be certain ) that 


F he ſhall ever be withour ſenſe of Miſery, 5%. 
withour comfort alſo. Bur as ir is highly impro- 


bable ro imagine that rhe moſt noble parr of. 


Man ſhould hr into a Stare of non-en- 
tiry, when even the y 1s nor ſo, tho* diffol- 
ved; fo Iqueſtion not bur all unprejudic'd Think- 
ers will conclude thar this univerlal wiſh to be 


immortal, renders the ſentiment of a future: 
Srare 
the 


phy. ne reaſonable. A Fourch Appetite of 
le Narure is, a defire afrer Happi- 
neſs, or a Life free from Vexation and Trouble. 
None can poflibly deny this who is nor a ftran- 
ger both ro himſelf and others, All Men love 
eaſe, joy, peace and comfort : and theſe Reli- 
_w nor only repreſents, but makes offer 'of, 
And all Men narurally hare ſorrow, vexarion, 
trouble and miſery : and rheſe Religion offers 
to free us torally hereafter, and ro prevent 


' 


meaſure and alleviare here, It has 


1 & 
wdeed ſuch reſpect to the dignity of huygan na- 


rure, 
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PC. 96. 10. mak#s the wrath and humours of Men #0 Proſe 
x Cor. 1. 
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many advanrages and pleaſures; rhe excetlency 
and es of] igion is ſeen in this 
very thing: | for'it aſcerrains us of unmixed joy 
as foon as we ſhall be ripe for it.: If a Parienr 
demand ro go abroad into the fields, when he is 
not able to raiſe his head from the pillow with- 
our trouble : ſhall we quarrel with rhe Phyfici4 
an, for relling him mildly .chat he ſhall be al. 
lowed-{o ro do, as ſoon. as the rage of rhe Diſ- 
Og MEIOG and he in caſe ro walk a- 


_-Lo here a ps aſe of the primary Deſires 
and Apperires of Men, which God makes uſe of 


| 3s, ſo many handles to turn the Adts of rheir 


mind in what Channel he pleaſerh, and rhereby 
alſo rheir Lives and Converſations, Studies and 
Employments, Bur there are. others of a worle 
name and character, which perhaps are no leſs, 
yea. ofren more and more 1mmediately made 
uſe of in rhe Contludt of the World. and the 
Government of Nations. For the wiſe Rector 


.of Men knows how ro ſubſcrve himſelf by rhe 
-workt of Inſtruments, and ro carry on his de- 


ſigns by the yery things that we would think 
rend ro oppole- and - fruſtrate, the ſame., ,. He 
bim. Things that are great and mighty he brings 
down 


« 
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\ture ſince the Fall is 
| ſure ftopr up. And fince Imention'd Honour juſt 


- who leave their Friends an 


_ tharif they dic, it is in the Field of Glory _ 
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| down by thi ngs that are mean and deſpiſed ; nay 


even by things that are not, bur are merely Chi- 


. mical and inary. And ſuch a thing is 
. Honour, which rho! it be often bur a vain P 
is has yorwags, the cctogen of RNs e- w-_ 


reſt rhings that Hiſtory-has. ro ſpeak of. 


_ and he other and derivative SO 
ro 


of Men, tho' | with Vice, fo as 
deſerve ro come under no other Genus, are yer 


' ſuch, rhat a wiſe Man will be forc'd to trace 


their Origin ro the very rational and. immor- 
ral Narure of the Soul, even tho' they appear 


| ra rl purer ang feerid ftreams 


the Dunghil as doped ina our Na- 


7'd, and in a great mea- 


now, let that be the firſt thing ro be conſidered 
under this Head ; All Men have an itch to be 
honoured and eſteemed, from rhe Prince to rhe 
Peaſant. There is none ſo mean ſpirired, bur he 
has an ambirion to be valued in his way. This 
inſpires even Tradſemen and Artiſans ro ſpend fo 
many ,years in learning the Grounds and Rules 
of rheir ſeveral Occupations 3 nor only to ger 
Bread, bur ro excel, if poſſible, in their ſeve- 


ral Starions: for who is there thar is nor aſham'd 


to be accounted an Ignoramus in bis Profefſion ? 
Bur this is mote eminently ſeen in Soldicrs, 
=o X 1 wat —__ 
Farigues, . ruſh, into ſeen ers, bear up under 
hardſhips, and run the Lin. their Life almoſt 
continually ; and all this in hopes to ger Honour, 
and to beraiſed ro ſome Poſt where they may 

more, taken notice of, and live in nwre c- 

em 3 in rhe mean time comforting themſelves 


. 


zo * 


Heb. 11, 


33, 34» 


' God made 
ſeveral rimes. And mn 


our nature, not- to 
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bed of Honor, Such a Thirſt after Honor in 
Nebuchadnexzzer, Cyrus, - Alexander and Ceſar, 
E of ro ny ng nd World 


ons ofthe fam'd Hero's 


para} $-rars on this 
cafily can picker orld by this one 
thing. An Ambition and Thirſt afeer the Ho- 
med 20S _ Ok - Caryn to 
nga rags ek deer 0 co be great 
on Frag: apa a greater SouFd 
any ro ſtop him in his career, and to un- 
plume him of hiMairy feather, ro the fecuri- 
ry and peace d many 


ations, as well as hig 
own real Glory... Now whence does this defire 
of Honor ſpring up 


ly from one of the firit Principles of Reljgi 

viz. a juſt hcighr of Spirir, ro a& agreeably ro 
foop ro unmanly SE 

apd whar are benearh us, bur to aſpire 

Efteem and A jon of God, fo: ſeek his 

Honor, and rhar which rhoſe rhar honour him 


may expect from his Goodneſs upon ſo doing. 


This we may trace even in the moſt crooked 
and finiſter courſes that ſome Men rake. Bur 
we may find it illuftriouſly diſplay'd i in the gt 
lant and truly noble s of the Ser- 
vantsof God ; Who thro fajth ſubdued Kingdoms 
wrought Righrenuſueſs, obtained Promiſes, ſtopt the 
mouths of Lyons, 'd the violence of the fire, 
\ an 'd the edg of the ſword, out of weakneſs were 
, waxed valiant in fight, and turn» 
jr to flight Armies of Aliens. e fecond thing. 
of rhis which I would menrion, is akin | 
to the former ; and ir is Vetire-<f Fane, How 


grear'Y' 


"mn 


great AQti- 
che World, have | 
See then how | 


in the Souls of Men ? ſure- ; 
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1 {onto —q has this alſo inſpired men to do > 
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et + Aqpe, thar we have ſo many - 
of rhe Writings of learned Men. To this we 
are oblig'd for the Account we have of rhe In- 


. ventors of Arts, as well as for the Invention. of 


A 
of E <4 ere af of che 


WW and the Monuments of old Greece 


and Rome, as well as the Cs 5 
ſeveral Productions 


-, and Staruary, do owe their 


ro this thing we call Fame, And whence does 
this bur from rhe immorral Nature of 


\ the or from an immortal defire ro be 


known to furure Ages? If fome have deſtroyed 
Temples, and laid waſte Countrys from hence: 
yer ſtill we may trace the Principle thro the ir- 

ity of the means Men have made uſe of 


_ toreach rthisend. A third thing tha I would 


-- 


conſider is Coverouſneſs, and an unfatiable De- 
fire of acquiring Riches. This likewiſe has a 
ighty influence in the Government of rtic 
World: fince from hence the Strength and Se- 
curiry of Nations tn Peace, and their Sinews 
yy Breen in War do very much” pro- 
ceed; I know there is nothing 'more contrary 
ro the ſpirit of Religian than this, as Religion 
s truly diſplayed in Scripture, eſpecially rhe 


New "Teſtament, where Coverouſncſ3 is called I- Cgj. 3- $+ 


delatry, Bur this does not hinder the wiſe God 
from making uſe of rhis unruly Paſſion for wiſe 


ends, as Experierc2 convinceth us he dorh. 


There 


EE 
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Thereſore if we allow our ſelves ro confider the 
Orignal of rhis, we ſhall find, that however 
depraved a Principle it be tow, yer its firkt O- 


figinal is the moſt noble, rhat can be. For ir , 
POR from no leſs a Principle than that of 


If-preſervation ; whereby we are obliged ro 
ſeek after all thoſe oga that rend ro our Good 
e. Only Men, by reaſon of 

Sin, miſtaking rhe ig wherein their real 
Good dorh ſtand, haye fortiſhly fallen,inro a 


. groſs Notion of placing ir in things tranſitory 


and vain, inſtead of truly valuable and perma- 
nent enjoyments. The fourth arid laſt thing I 
ſhall mention under this Head, is the 3. 06. Aa 

defire of Knowledg we call Curisfiry. By this & 
all Arrs'and Sciences have been culrivatied and 
arrived to thar degree of Perfection they are 
at this day come to, Now, tho this may run to 
an exceſs, yer it is cafie to trace its Original. 
For the improvement ang culrivation of our Un- 
derſtandings is certainly one of rhe . principal 
Duties of Reaſonable Commu bur. this is 
our weakneſs, thar fince the Fall, inſtead of 
minding the grand Concerns of our Souls, and 
whar tends to make us Wiſer and betrer Men, 
we are apt to miſpend our time and exhauſt our 
Spirirs in ſtudying things of litrle or vo. uſe. 

er this miſtaken Imprgyemenr of Reaſon, the * 
wiſe God makes uſe of for moſt noble ends? 
ſo as to make and excellent Diſcoveries a- 
riſe from theſe Studies, otherwiſe barren and 
uſeleſs : as appears plainly from rhe advantages 
thar Diviniry it ſelf has received from rhe "Gi 
tical, Chronological ahd Topogtaphical Diſco- 
verics of curious Men, as well as from the Im- 

provemcnrs that Mechanical Imploymentrs my 
| a 
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had of late from the Cultivation of rhe Mas 
themaricks. 

Whar I have ſaid in all this, lets us ſee that 
Religion is not only the Fundamental Law and 
Inſtrument whereby God governs Men aparr, 
bur as they join together and make up Socieries 
and Narions : For if Religion be ſo interwoven 
with our Natures, that rhe main Principles of 
it are univerſally owned and believ'd ; and if 
the Apperires and Defires of the Soul run in this 
Channel, even when Men thitk lirtle of this 
marrer ; then certainly we muſt conclude, thar 
the thing which is ſo nawural to all the Indivi- 
duals which compoſe Societies, muſt be neceſſa- 
ry ro them alſo as unired in Sociery, Bur leſt 
ſome may not be able ro ſee the full force of this 
Reaſoning I ſhall propoſe ſome Conſfiderarioris, 
which will prove this diredtly andimmediarely. 

And, 1/t. Religion muſt be neceſlary ro the 
well-being of Nations, becauſe it makes Men 
avoid thoſ things which diſturb all human So- 
cicties ; ſuch as Lyinf, Cheating, Slandering, 
Violence, Thefrs, Murders, Lewdnefs, Rioring, 
Drunkenneſs, and Rebellions ; fot iris plain, 
thar ir is only from the wanr of Religion ghar 
Men run into theſe things ; whereas when Re- 
ligion gers the Aſcendant over any, they im- 


mediarely abandon theſe Vices and Sins. 


24ly, Religion therefore is neceffary to the 
Peace and Profperiry of Socieries, becauſe it is 
the Spring and Original of all vertuous and no- 
ble Actions, and regular living : For rhis makes 
Men ſober and harmleſs, honeft and plain, ra- 
tional atid confiderare ; in ſhort, good Cirizens 


* and Country-men, becauſe good Men and Chril- 
'tians, For how ts 1t Mo that he rhar grves 


up 
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vp himſelf wholly ro God and Chriſt fincerely 
, and truly, ſhould be as ſenſual, revengeful, am- 
birzous, coverous, and in fum, as Wicked as 
—_—_ 'R ligi | be neceſſary ro the good 
3dly, Religion mu nec ro the 

of Nations, becauſe b "ap wage Bag of 
all rightly conftitured Governments are ſup- 
ported, Now the Pillars of Societies on which 
their Happineſs and Security lean, are chiefly 
rheſe four, viz. Union, Order, Juſtice, and Di- - 

ligence ; and conendy there is nothing tends ſo 
much ro promote theſe as Religion. , 1..1s 
not this the chief Incentive to Love.and Union? 
tho many in this, as well as in other things, 
n walk contrary to its Maxims: For has nor 
Joh.13-25- Chriſt ſaid, by this hh all Men know that ye 
are my Diſciples, if ye love. one another > And 
' , doth not the Apoſtle command, that wherein 
Phil. 3.16. we are agreed, we ſhould walk by the ſame Rule, 
and mind the ſame things, as the way to under- 
ſtang without prejudice the things wherein we 
differ, and in order tobe bleſt of God with 
furrher Light and Love ? So thar it is not the 
having bur the wanring Religion, even in many 
rhgt pretend much to it, that makes them fo far 
contradict this Rule and Example, ro rhe ha- 
zaxd of the Publick Peace as well as their own, 
fince nn Go into FaCtions are Rs _ | 
rof ruin. 42. on encouragerh - 
. among Men ; ; by u we are Rs to 


| 2.Cor.9.10- abide invhe Calling wherein we are in Providence 
Rom.13.7. placd 3 to give Honour to Magiſtrates ro whom 
Heb. 9.19. #7 35. due ; to obey ſpiritual Rulers alſo ; and #0 be 
& 13. 5» content with what we have, and not to envy others. 
In a Word, Relative Duries are largely inculca 

red thereby, in order to carry rightly —_ 
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ſorts of Men, as Superiors, Inferiors, or Equals, 
under all rhe Circumſtances of Relation and 
Obligation, and of Sex, Age and Quality. 
3. And (urely there is nothing which is more rhe 
Refulr of genuine Piery, than Juſtice and Fairh- 
fulneſs in our Stations. For he that commands 
Piety, requires Juſtice and Mercy to our Neigh- Mic. 6.8, 
bours in the ſame breath. Nay, our Saviour 
recommends this ſo much, that nor content ro 
ay in one place, that the Law and the Pro- war. 22. 
phets did all lean upon theſe two great Principles, 47, 3g. 
to Love God, and our Neighbours as our ſelves ; 
he adds in another, rhat all the Law and the Mat. 7.12» 
— Prophets might be comprehended in this one Rule, 
To do to others as we would have them do to us. 
4. And is not Religion rhe great Incentive and 
Morive to Diligence ? for hereby we are taughr 
to learn and profeſs * honeſt Trades, and to provide Rom. 12. 
things honeſt in the ſight of all Men, and tobe 19,& 12. - 
diligent in our buſineſs and particular Callings, 2 Thel.. 3 
not to be ſlothful therein; for that if ws L0. 

work not, neither ought we to eat, 

4thly. Nay, ler me add this alſo, that with- 
our this Socieries cannot poſſibly ſubſiſt: For 
take away Religion and all rhe Obligations ir. 
lays us under to Love, Peace, Charity, Juſtice 
and Trurh, and all things muſt immediarely run ' 
into Contufion and Ruin : For this would over- 
rurn all Govetnmenr, Settlement and Sociery ir 
ſelf, and reduce Men intro Hobbs his Stare of 


* Tir. 4 14. The ſcope of the Apoſile in this place 
as a the werds oe ode we it as os in 
tht Margin of oxr Bibles : Aud I take it to be a parallel 
Expreſſo with Paul's 4 AR&s 20-3435» 

2 


War, 
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War, where Men act as the wild Beaſts of 
the Deſerr, fight and kill one ariother, as 
their greater Strength or Cunning give rhem 
opportunity. Now if Arheiſtical Gentlemen 
find this roo nice and render a Point ro be in- 
ruſted with the Vulgar bur chuſe rather ro 
keep it a Myſtery (tho they ridicule orher 
Myfteries;) why then do they rax Church-men 
| and Religious Perſons with Hypocriſy and 
Rom.4-15- cheating the common People 2 For, as where 
| . there is no Law, there is no Tranſgreſſionz 1o 
there is no Hypocriſy, no Chegr, no Sin, where 
there is no Religion. . 

5thly. The neceſlity of Religion in order to 
rhe well-being of the World, appears from the , 
very Practice of thoſe who declaim moſt againſt 
it, who are forced to have rccourſe ro fome- 
thing elſe in lieu of it, thar Confnſion in the 
World may be prevented. This is plain from 
their owning: the necefliry of Order and Go- 
vernment ; For otherwiſe, why do thev nor 
plead for Mens being exempred from human 
Laws, as well as from rhe Laws of Religion ? 

For what Benefit or Liberry have Men by bein 

raughr to deſpiſe rhe Laws of Religion, if ſtil 
they be kepr in awe by the Authoriry of Rulers ? 
If we muſt be under Reſtrainrs, why does the 
Arheiſt find fanlr with thoſe of Religion ? Or, 
if he would have us ro be under no Reſtraints, 
. why does he reckon human Laws neceſlary ? 
eſpecially ſecing withour Religion no Reſtraints 
can be binding : For it is this alone that can 
give Law to the Mind, - and bind Men by 'the 
Obligations of their own Conſciences, even the 
greareſt, who fear not human Laws. So that 
to this Legiſlators are beholden rhar their Laws | 
| are 
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are obey'd, and even Atheiſts themſelves, that 
they have Security as to Life and Eftare. 

And now, I hope, by this time I have fav'd 
my ſelf rhe trouble of giving a formal Anſwer 
_ to the uſual Objections 'thar Arheiits make 

againit Religion. : 

Whereas thcrefore ir is a common ſaying 
with ſuch Men, rthar all Religion 1s bur Chear 
and Hypocriſy, I hope I have faid enongh to 
prove the contrary, I ſhall therefore only add 
this furrher, Thar Hypocriſy ſuppoſethrthe Veriry 
of Religion. For can that which never was be 
cuunterfeired ? Or, can there be a Hypocrite, 
if there never was a religious and verrtuous 
Man ? This is as impofible, as to ralk of coun- 
rerfeiring Coins and Medals, that neither are 
nor never were, Therefore I conclude, thar 
were not Religion the moſt excellent thing in 
the World, it would never be made the moſt 
Ce prerence for Evil : under rhe counter- 

eit Stamp of the prerended Authority whereof + 
11l Men think roperperrate Wickedneſs the more 
ſecurely, 

Again ; Whereas ſome Men have pretended 
thar Religion is the grear cauſe of all che Con- 
fuſions and Troublcs that Nations and Societies 
fall under : I rhink I have faid enough ro ſhew 
the falfiry of rhis,for rhey are rhe very Op fires 
thereof rhar give Birth ro theſe; Ir is Idolatry 
- and Superſtition, Atheiſm and Infideliry, Am- 
birion and Covetouſneſs, Inhumaniry and Ma- 
lice : Theſe, I ſay, are the things rhar lay Ci- 
ties and Countries waſte, that overrurn King- 
doms and Commonwealths, and that prompr 
Men to ſhed. innocent Blood, and butcher rhoſe 
that differ from them. Ler either Papiſts or 

D 3 Pro: 
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| Proteſtants prerend what rhey will, if they | 

ſhall be found ro force Men into their Opinions 

by Fire, Sword' and Dragooning, by Inquiſiri- 

ons, Gallies and Maflacres, of by Fines, Im- 

riſonment. and Baniſhmenr, or any other ſpc- 

cies of Perſecution : All ſober and good Men 

who have their Eyes in their Heads, muſt look 

upon them as Godleſs and Irreligons Men; who, 

ro all their other Vices, have a monſtrous ſhare 

of Impudence, when they are not aſhan'd ro 

father fuch Villanies on the' meek and blefſed 

Jeſus, and his excellent Inſtitution of Religion : 

Tam. 2.19. © Chriſtianity 3s firſt pure, then peaceable, 

Wy £ q A gentle, 'and caſy to be intreated, full of Mercy 

; of and good Works, without Hypocriſy, and without- 
Partiality. Ir breaths nothing bur Truth and X 
Love, Beneficence and Kindneſs, Mercy and 
univerſal Chariry, Puriry and Innocence. Can 
Men be ill becauſe they and adore Infinite 
Goveneſs, and ſtudy to bear its Image in being 
good, and doing good? Can the loving our 
Neighbours as our ſelves occafion us tq hate and 
abuſe them ? Or, can they who ſtudy ro render 
ro all whar is their due, : Honour ro whonf Ho- 
nour, and Obedience to whom Obedience ; I 
fay, can this make Men factious, rebellious and \. 
ſeditious? He rhat can believe rheſe things, 
there is no Contradition bur he. may ſwallow | 
afrerwards. 

And now, I ſuppoſe, I have fully proved the 
Propofitior-I laid down. For if Religion be thus 
narural ro Men ; if the main Principles there- 
of be acquieſced in generally ; if ſuch are the 
Inclinarions and Defires of Mens Souls, that they 

'yun in this Channel whether they will or nor ; 
and if. this thing we call Religion be abſolurely 
i nccefſary 
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__— ro rhe Peace and Welfare of Socieries, 
I ſay, it theſe things be rhus, rhen ſurely God, 
who rules all chings according ro rhe Narures 
and Principles he has given them, muſt be ſup- 
ſed ro make uſe of this as the great Law and 
nftrument of his Kingdom over Men. Bur 
rhis Will be ftill plainer by what we are to fay 
farther, as ro God's dealing with Men as they 
improve or abuſe rhe Principles of Religion he 
gives them. 
In the mean time, this Argument for rhe 
Truth of Religion refulrs from whar I have 
ſaid, the force of which, I think, no Man can 
put by, viz. Thar a thing which is fo _ 
able ro the very narure and faculries of our 
Souls, which all Men in the general No- 
tion and Belief of rhe Principles of, which the 
natural Defires of the Soul rend rowards, and. 
which Socieries and Mens Safery cannor ſubfiſt 
withour : rhar, I ſay, a thing which in all rheſe 
reſpects is ſo n and reaſonable, muſt be 
a great Realiry and Truth, and muſt therefore 
be believed aCtually ro be. And thar this is 
the caſe with Religion, I think I have proved. 
Not thar I prerend to have diſcourſed fully on 
this grear Head, which had been impoflible ro 
perform in ſo ſhort a time, and improper for 
the occaſion: Only what * orhers have ſaid more 
largely on this Head, I have given ſuch an ac- 


* Ste Grotius de Veric, Rel. Chriſt, Scillingfl. Orig, 
Sacr. Baxrer's Reaſons of the Chriſt. Faith, Wilkins 
ef Natural Religion. Wilſon's Daſcourſe of Religion. 

arker of the Law of Nature and Chriſt. Relig. Nye's 
Diſcourſe of Natural and Revealed Relig. Gaſtrell of 
Religion in gent ral. Jaquelor de L Exifience de Nicu. 
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count of, as "may fſarisfy unprejudic'd Perſons, 
and give fome diſtin Idea of Divine Provi- 
dence in the Government of Men and Narions, 
in order to lay a Foundation for rhe ſucceeding 
part of our Diſcourſe, | 


Prop. IV. That Kingdoms and Nations, in the 
ordinary - courſe of God s Providence, are dealt 
with in proportion to the Knowledy which they have 
of Religion, and their Prattice thereof ; and are 
therefore bleſt or curſt, raiſed or ruined, as they 
are vertuous or wicked, more or leſs. 

We have made ſome Inquiry into the Funda- 
mental Law. of God's Goverriment over Men ; 
and we are now to conſider how God dorh 

ut this in Execution. Ir is a vain thing ro give = | - 
aws ro Men tf they are art liberry ro break 
them, withour fear of being called ro an ac- 
count, But we may be ſure, wharever neglect 
. there may be this way in human Govern- 
- 21.18-25, Ments, the righreous Judg of rhe whole Earth 
| will do juſtly : For this 1s his/ declared Rule 
1 Sam. 2. and Maxim of Government ; - He that honours 
30, me, ſhall be honoured by me ; but he that deſpiſeth 
me, ſhall be lightly eſteemed, 

r I am not ro'confider here the Merhod of 
Divine Providence in relation ro particular Per- »Þ} * 
ſons, bur wirh reſpe@ ro Communities, or Na- 
tions, My Text runs only upon this Head, 
and rherefore I was willing ro confine- my ſelf 

70 it in the Propofirion I am now upon. 
. I aflerrt thar 60d deals thus with Narjons in 
the ordinary courle and tenor of his Providence, 
- thar T might cur off all Quarrels and Debates 
abour his Power abſolutely conſidered ; and be- 
cauſe] was willing ro be modeſt in exprefling 
| my 
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my Thoughts of ſo nice and myſterious a 
Subje&t as this of Providence is; tho had I 
expreſſed my {ſelf withour this limitation, I 
had nor thought I had undertaken a Subject roo 
hard to be defended. .For whatever may be 
ſaid with reſpect ro God's Conduct of particu- 
lar Perſons, in afflicting good Men, and praſpe- 
ring the wicked for Lo time, of which we 
are cerrain from Experience and Marrer of Fact ; 
yer we muſt remember that the caſe of Com- 
muniries 1s vaſtly different in this parricular, 
For God's Procedure with reſpect ro the Miſe- 
ries of good Men, and Proſperity of ill Men, 
may be falved by a reference to a furure Stare : 
Whereas we muſt have a very groſs Notion of 
things, if we imagine thar Human Socieries as 
ſuch, havethe likerelarion ro another World, 

I ſuppoſe it might juſtly be rhoughr needleſs 
labour formally ro prove what I have laid 
down in this Propofirion. For, beſides thar ir 
1s the native Conclufion of what has beer: al- 
ready ſaid, and+ muſt be therefore true, if the 
Premiſes be ſo; my Text is ſuch a Proof of ir, 
as renders all orhers ſuperfluous : For from this 
it 15 plain, that Righteouſneſs exalteth a Nation, 
and that Sin not only is its ſhame, but tends alſo 
to its Ruin. 

And there is ſuch a narutal, and as it were, 
neceſſary Connex1on between Verrue and Peace, 
and berween Vice and Vexation, that ſhews us 
the Reaſonableneſs of this Suppoſirion. As rhe 
prudenr and wiſe Carrige of a Man tends to 
bring his Aﬀairs into order, and Incogitancy 
and Diſſolureneſs ro run them inro Confuſion , 


ſo a wiſe Regulation: in a' Nation rends to its 
Serrlemenr, and the contrary . Practice to irs 
x50 Ruin, 
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Ruin. When we ſee a Man give himſelf up ro 
Intemperance, and all manner of Impiery, we 
conclude that both his Eftare, Body and Mind 
muſt {nffer by ſodoing. And ſurely it isas reaſo- 
nable ro ſuppoſe, rhar Publick Corruprions and 


Male-adminiſtration muſt rend to the Derrimenr 


of the Nation, as to its Security and Peace. 
From whence we may juſtly conclude, rhar 
as God can be ſaid in no nſe ro be the Aurhor 
of Mens Sins; ſo neither can he be ſaid, in, a 
rigid fenſe, ro be rhe Cauſe of rheir Miſery : He 
is.the Efficient indeed of whar they fuffer, bur 
not the Cauſe that they do ſuffer. He is rhe 
Author of rheirPuniſhmenr, as the Judg is of the 
Execution of rhe Malefaftors whom he paſſtrh 
Sentence againſt,declaring that he finds ſuch Per- 
ſons have done that which makes them incur 
the Penalries of the Law. Therefore ir is ſaid 


Pal. g. 16- that the Sinners Hands make the Snares by which 
| - Prov. 5-22- they are caught. And God tells the Jews in the 


Jer. 18.1 


words following our Texr, That the tendency of 
their Sins was, to make their Land deſolate and 
a popetual hiſſing. For if a Man will not turn to 


Pal. 9.12» God and obey him, he prepares the Inſtruments of 


I 3 16+ Death againſt him; which is only to return his 


Miſabief upon his own Head, and his violent deal- 
ing on has own Pate. 

I mighr here illuſtrare the Propoſition, from 
rhe account Hiſtory hath given us of the Puniſh- 
ment of Nations, particularly the famous Mo- 
narchies of the World, For ut was the heighth 
of Wickedneſs that broke the Force and Power 
of both the Babylenian, Perſian, Grecian and 
Roman Empires ; God made the very Luxury 
and Wickedneſs, of thoſe puiflant Nations their 
Scourge and Plague, and afterwards rheir De- 

ftruction, 
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ſtruction. Even * Juvenal in his time obſerv'd 
this with reſpe&t ro Rome. God would nor de- 
troy Pharaoh and his People rill their Wicked- p 
' neſs and Obſtinacy was come to the utmoſt 
« heighth : Nor would he cur off rhe Canaanites 
until their Cup of Wickedneſs was full, thar Ge. 15- 
Juſtice could tay no longer. Therefore the me- 16, 
\ thod thar Saran has ever taken to bring De. 
ruction upon a People, is ro deſtroy rheir Mo- 
rals, and render them - univerſally profane and 
wicked ; for this way he rhrows them our from 
the Divine Protection. When the Sorcerer Ba- jg, , 
laam could ngr prevail againſt 1/7ae/ by his In- , . & = 
chantments, he fell upon this deviliſh merhod *- 2, 16 
of corrupting and ing them, by inticing : 
\ | , them to Idolarry and Luft through rhe means 
of a Medianitiſh Women. And ro rhis y_ 
may be applied the Counſel that + Craſis gave 
to Cyrus in order to keep the Lydians in per- 
perual. Subjeftion tro him, which was, that he 
ſhould bring in amongſt them ſoft Arts and effe- 
minare Cuſtoms ; And rherefore ir was with a 
great deal of reaſan,thar + Plato tells us, © That , 
* a Ciry was nor ſafe neither by its Walls, nor 
« Fleets; nor many Inhabiranrs, nor Bigneſs, 
« withour Verrue ; Sr thar Verrue alone was a 
|. © greater Defence to it than all rheſe. 


a ES 


* 7uven. Sat. 6. : : 

Nunc patimur longa pacis mala: ſzvior armis 

Luxuria incubuir, vi ; ulciſcitur orbem. 

+ Herod, Clio cap. 145. P- 64465. 

t Plat. Alcibiad. r. EQ. ovx 42 T6201, vs Tein- 
ewv, £10 yewetwy Sofas &1 Toes, "'Aauibid dn, 
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But he that will be ar the pains ro con:ider the 
ſacred Hiſtory of the holy Scriprurcs, will fee 
the Truth of our Propoſition ro be no leſs than 
a Demonltraricn, 

The Rule of Providence which our Text 
tells us of, was ſettled even in Paradiſe ir (clf ; 
for it was founded upon the Relation rhat Man 
ftocd in to God as his, Creator, Benetactor and 

Gen. 2.16, Syoveraign. Therefore God affured Adam, that 

19, as he ſhould continue happy if he continued obc- 

dient ; fo if he rurned Rebel againſt him, he 

would certainly punith him for ſo doing. And 

therefore when he baſely revolt. from his God 

_ and King, tho the Threatning was hor executed 

in its full force, through the Divine Mercy intcr- 

. rerpoling,yerhe was puniſhed in being made mor- 

Gen. 4 17, tal, and liable ro: many Milcrics, and having the 
18, 19, very Earth curſcd for his ſake, 

When the Antediluvian World revolrted from 

their Obedience ro God, and his Inſtirurions, 

Gen.6.5,6. ſo rhar the Contagion became univerſal, God 
75,13. brought a Flood upon them,and fweeprrhem off 

{the Earth : Yer he bare long with them, and 

gave them warning of his _ both by the 

Gen. 6. 3: pocng of Noah, and the building of rhe Ark, 
or an hundred and rwenty Years. So that he 

ſhewed his Mercy and Juſtice both in rhis Pro- 

cedure, as well as in preſerving the only righ- 

reous Family ,then upon Earth, thar this way 

human Race might {till be continued. And in 
Gen.18,20, like manner God deſtroy'd Sodom, and its 
21, 30, Ncighbouring Cities, afrer he had declared he 
would have {pared them had there been bur 

ten righteous Perſons therein. His Mercy, as 

* Salvin, * Salvin ſays, was ready to fave the Ciry, bur 
deGubern, the Inhabitants were not fir ro be faved, and 
Del. lib. 1, there- 
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therefore Juſtice rook you in them, and Mercy 
in the preſervation of Lox. | 
When Idolarry and Wickedneſs began ro 
prevail univerſally in. the World after rhe 
Flood, God would nor deſtroy them any more 
as he had done betore by the Deluge, bur choſe 
another way to reclaim them from their evil 
Courſes ; or if rhat would nor do, to leave them 
inexcuſable. Therefore he chuſcs Abraham our 
of the reſt of the degenerare World, and makes 
of him a great Nation : And this Nation he 
rakes ro himſclf as a peculiar Incloſure, giving 
them Laws, preſerving and fertling them in a 
conquer'd Country in the face of rhe whole 
World ; ferring them thus as a lofry Beacon 
upon an Hill, ro keep up rhe Knowledg and Sc;- 
vice of himſelf_in the World : And therefore 
* Philo:the Jew ſays, That Moſes when he gave 
Laws to 1/racl of old, did nor only deſign the 
good of thar People, bur the benehir alſo of all 


Mankind. And Moſes himſelf fays much the Der, 4: 6. 
7, 8. 


ſame. , 
I might expatriate hereupon the many Bleſſings 


promiſed to Iſrael, if rhey ſhould continue obc- See Deus. 
dient, and the many Curſcs rhrearned againſt 28. and 

them if they did prove rebellious. And I might -2 Chron. 
ſhew thro the whole Hiſtory of that People gi- 7 


ven us in the Old Teſtament, how exactly theſe 
were fulfilled : Bur rhis would ſwell this Diſ- 


* Philo Jud. TTeg $1Aayfporias. Taro fs pan 
gu Gurs]ar det mious routing 6 reewrel©- me w- 
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courſe into a Volume ; and therefore I leave the 
Preſecurion of this ro your own thoughts. This 


ou'will find runs thro rhe whole Annals of thar 


eople, rhar when rhey were obedient ro God 
who was their King in a peculiar m__ God 
did ever proſper them ; bur when they rebell'd 
againſt him, he ever puniſhed them, Was it 
nor their Apoſtacy and Sin, thar weakened their 
Hands and ftrengthned their Enemies ro ſubdue 
and conquer them ? Was ir not upon this ac- 
count thar God is ſaid ro- have fold chem and 

iven them over to the Will and Power of their 
Neighbours? So thar ſomerimes the Moabites 
and Ammonites, ſometimes the Philiſtines and 
Syrians, and -ſomerimes the Egyptians and Bahy- 
lonians, prevailed over them. I cannor forbear, 
upon this Occaſion, ro give you the Jewiſh Pa- 
raphrafe upon the 29th, 30th, -and 31ſt Verſes 
of the 324 Chaprer of Deuteronomy ; withour 
debaring whether their ſenſe of the 31/t Verſe, 
or thar of our Verfion, from which ir dif- 
fers fo much, be rhe truer. O :f Iſrael would 
underſtand and ſtudy the Law, then ſhould they 
underſtand what would be in the end ! When the 
Iſraelites did obſerve the Law and keep the Precepts, 
one of them was able to chaſe 4 thouſand, and two 
of them to Sw ten thouſand to flight. But becauſe 
they ſinned and provok'd God to ' anger, he gave 


them oper into the hand of their Enemies : For- © 


the Confidence of the Gentiles is not like «our Con- 
fidence : For becauſe we have ſinned and diſpleaſed 
our Enemies are become our Judges, 

Bur he that would carry this Point to the ut- 
$ooſt, needs bur conſider God's caſting off the 
ren Tribes, and then look forward ro the . Cap- 
tivity of the Jews ; and when he finds them - 
rurne 


y 
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rarned into their own Land, purſue the rhred of 


their Hiſtory down to our Saviour's rime, and 
from thence ro the Deſtruction of their Ciry and 
Temple under Vaſpeian, and the ſucceeding Ca- 
laminies of thar People, particularly in Hgadri- 
an's rime, and their unſucceſsful Arrempr to re- 
build rheir Temple under Julian,gwirh whar 
they have mer wth fince, and are atthis day ; 
and then ſurely he will ſec this Rule of Divine 
Providence illuftriouſly diſplay'd and madegood 
in every ſtep of God's Procedure with - ag 
I could not bur take norice of whar 1 find rhe 
opinion of rhe Jews, in a Book of one of their 
' Rabbies * ; where he ſays, © Thar Harred xo 
« Men didoverturn thcir ſecond Temple, asIdo- 
" and open Profaneneſs did deſtroy rhe firit. 
Had the Jew added, their malicious rejecting of 
Chrift, and purſuing him to death, he had 
reach'd the rruth more fully. 
ere it not that this point is ſo ciear and 
perſpicuous from all theſe rhings, I mighr bring 
many Inſtances of God's Procedure wirh orher 
Narions, both of old and in later times, ro jllu- 
ftrare this point furrher. The Inſtance of God's 
rriage in relation ro Niaiveh doth ex- 
ceedingly illuſtrare whar I have been ſaying. 
The Threarning ſeem'd ro. be abſolute, and no 
leſs than an irreverſible Decree: Ter forty Days 
and Niniveh ſhall be deſtroyed. Which made 
Jonah ſo pecviſh and frerſul, as ſuppoſing rhar 
all Men for rhe furure would take him fora falſe 
Prophet. And it is plain the Ninivites under- 


* Rabbi Abrah, age! Catech, Jud. Pag, 27» Edic- 
Lond. 1679, 


ſtood him ſo; for they go only upon a Suppo- 


fition ' 
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firion -rhar perhaps God mighr nor inflict whar | 


Jonah aſſured them of : Who can tell, ſay they, 
if God may turn and repent, that we periſh not ? 
But when God faw thar they turned from their 
evil way, he remembred the ſerrled Rule of his 
Providence towards Narions, mentzoned in our 
Texr, ang, he repented of the evil that he ſaid 
he would do unto them, and he did it nor: For, 
as he tells Jonah, if he had pity on the Gourd, 
thege was cerrainly more reaſon to pity ſo po- 
pulous a City as Niniveh was. 

; Beſides, is nor the Hiſtory of all, bur eſpecially 
Chriftian Narions,a conſtant proof and illuſtrart- 
on of this Point. Whar overturned the famous 
AfiaricChurchesburSin,as they are loudly warned 
and threarned in the ſecond and third Chaprers 


of rhe Revelation ? Was it nor this that broughr * 
in the Saracens and Turks upon the Eaſtern 


Parts of the Roman Empire, and the Goths and 
Vandals upon the Weſtern Parrs of it 2 Ler any 
Man read *-Salvian upon this Subject, and he 

+ Tranſcenderunt in Hiſpaniz terras Populi Vanda- 
lorum : murara quidem eſt fors Hiſpaniz, ſed non mu- 
rat vitiofiras.—---— Circumſonabant armis muros 
Carraginz "Barbarorum: & Eccleſia Carthagi- 
nenſis inſaniebar in Circis, luxuriabat in Thearris : ali? 


foris jugulabancur, alii incus fornicabanrur : pars plebis |, 


erat foris captiva hoſtum, pars intus va virip- 
rum. Cujus ſors pejor fuir, incerrum eſt, ---—- Vi- 
di ego ipſe Treveros domi nobiles, [icer jam {nes 
arqz v; minus ramen everſos rebus quam 
moribus.Adeo graviores in ſemec hoſtes, externis hoſti- 
bus eranc, utlicer jam a barbaris everſi eſſent, a ſe ta- 
men magis everrerentur, Sed quid plura? Incredibile 
eſt quod loquor: afſiduitas illic Calamitarum, aug- 
meneum Criminum "ſuit, Salvian. De Gubern, Dei, 


will 
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will ſee how juſt God was in puniſhing France; 


Spain, Afric, and other Pants of the Roman 

minion, by the Irruprion and Invaſion of bar- 
barous Narions. | $3 

I might bringrhis pointnearerhome, and ſhew 
you thar it was Wickedneſs; and rhe\Conrempr 
of rhe Goſpel and ſerious Piery in France, a- 
mong the Proteſtants there, thar brought this 
laſt ſevere Perſecurion upon -rhiem. And that 
ſome meaſure of the ſame Evils t this 
Narion near the brink of Deſtruction alſo, had 
nor God ih mercy retrieved us to this time : 
But unleſs we we muſt all likewiſe ger 

Bur ir is high rime now to end this Firft Part 


ot our Text, and to the Second. And 
fince T have ot pon; on this, I ſhall 
diſparcli the next with all poſtible brevity. 


PART IL 


' The Divine Method of Providence is govern- 
ing Nations” applyed to the Fews,.. with re- 
lation to their Caſe and Circumſtances. 


Wo. + taken a _ of _ declaredRule 
d Method in gov Nations in 
and we are riow to cohſider rhe Apfenion 
thar he makes thereof to the Kingdom of the 
Jews, 'in the laſt of the Verſes which make up 
our Texr. The Scope of which I have given 
before, and therefore ſhall not trouble you wirk 
it again ; bur ſhall immediarely proceed to ſer 
ore you _ Tr therein con- 


tained; inſome plai ons; which rhere- 
KT fore will require lirrle f or illvſtrarion. 


E Prop 
| . 


Lake r3; 
3» 
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Prop, L The grearef Privileges that God bes 


Bows either upot « Nationor Church, will not be 


enough to ſave or ſecure them, if #hey apoſtatize 
and degenerate,” - | 
* This ſhines fo« bright, and is ſo plain from 
Scripture and Experience, that to propoſeir is to 
ove it; and therefore Ineed only defire,for il- 
ſtratipn of this, thar God's Diſpenſarion to rhe 
Jewiſh Nation and Church be confideted. I 
ſhall bur read ro you whar God ſays to this Peo- 


Jer. 7. 3, ple by this ſame her: Thus ſaith the Lord of 
4:39 Oc - Hoſts,” the 'God' , Amend your wayes and 


. - Jour doings, and I will cauſe you to dwell in this 


place. Truſt ye not in lying words, ſaying, The 
Temple of the Lord, the Temple of the Lord, the 


' Temple of the Lord are theſe: For if ye throuph- 


ly amend your ways and your doings ; ——then 
will I eaufe you to twell in this place, &c, Bes 
bold ye truſt in ling words that cannot profit. Will 
ye fteal, murder, and commit 'Adultery, and ſwear 


 falſly, and come and ſtand before me in this 


Houſe, which 1s called by my name, and ſay We are 
delivered to do all theſe Abomunations ? &c. But 
go ye now. unto niy place which was in Shiloh, 
where I jet my name at the firſt, and fee what I 
did to it, for the Wickedneſs of my People Iſrael. 
And now becauſe ye have done all theſe Warks, 
ſaith the Lor and ſpake unto you, riſing up 
early and ſpeaking, but ye beard not; and 1 cal- 
led you, but ye anſwered not ; therefore will I do 
#0. this Houſe which ts called by name, wherein ye 
truſt, and unto the place which I gave to you and 
to your Fathers, as I have done to Shiloh. _ And 


| T will caſt you out EMA, 2} Qove gh. of 


Seed of Ephra- 


all your Brethren, even the w 
im 


% 
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im —— Fw 1 ſpoke net 2npo your Fathers, nor 
cononanded whom in_ the Day thas 1 brug rhem 


out of the Land- of; Ep, concerning Burnt-of« 
ferings and Sacrefices, this thing commanded 


I them, ſaying, Obey ny woice, and I will be 
your God, and ye ſhall be my People, and walk ye 


in all the ways that T bave commanded you, that 
it jay be well unzo you. F will cauſe to 
ceaſe from the Cities of Judah, and from the 
Streets of Jerulalem, the Voice of Mirth, and the 
Voice of Gladneſs.——For the Land ſhall be 
deſdlate. "Behold in this Mirror, how little 
(God values Orthodoxy, Profeſſion, yeaand De- 
yotion it ſelf, as to the external Parr, where 
Mens Morals are corrupted : a pen wt 
all theſe will avail ro the fecuriry le, 
who are leud,wicked and prop wore *I 

i is an undeniable Maxim with me, Thas there 
are ny Opinions and Principles ſo hateful ro God 
and pernicious ro Men, as theſe which tend t9 
— Licewt ioufneſs and Immorality. 


Prop. II, Tho 10 Privileges can ſecure an As 
 poſtate Nation and Church Miſery, yet God 
doth ſufficiently declare that be is not willing to 
give up with thoſe, whom he has once owned as bis 
0m P. e0 
© The whole tenor and frame of God's Diſpen- 
Jaſons rowards his People ſhews this, Thar he 


loves nor gn away, or to give his 


Church a Bill of Divorce. His Procedure 
'. {peaks a waky 22 oe what of old he faid ro 
Iſrgel: How ſhall I. give thee up O —_— ? 


"Ew ſhall 1 deiver this over to deftru3on mY not 11.9. 


Church 2 How ſhall I make thee as Adma, pre 
_——_ es DCIHens: 


S1 
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are kindled together, &c; And upon this ſcore; 
our Saviour- wept over Feruſalem this ſad La- 
mentation : O Feruſalem, -who killeſt the Pro- 
phets and thoſe. thgt are ſent unto thee ; How often 
would I have gathered thy Children, even as a 
Hen doth "her chickens under © her wings, and ye © 
would not 2 Therefore ® your Houſe left unto you 
deſolate. O ! therefore if thou hadſt known even 
thou, in thus thy day, the things that belong unto 
thy peace! but  nlas ! T find they are hid from 
thine eyes. | 

Ir is-from this divine mercy, that God pives 
Men fo:many' warnings and indications of- his 
diſpleaſure” becauſe: of- their fins, and of their 
danger upon that account: The defign of which 
is ro induce them to _ and reform, that 
no evil may. befal chem. His Threatnings there- 
fore-are no leſs the product of his Mercy than 
his' Promiſes: are. . For they ſpeak forth his 

| | that he'loves not to affii& nor grieve 
the Children of Men : and that-when he . does . 
this,it is becauſe he is as it were forced ro do fo, 
char ' the  Aurhrity of his Law may nor ſuf- 
fer, nor he be reckoned a 'carelefs Spectator of 


human Afﬀairs, or a Conniver at fin. 


Prop. III. F neither Mercies nor Threatnings 
will work upon 4 People, whom God hath ſo fingu- 
larly priviteged ; it may juſtly be expefted that 
God will puniſh them with" ſeverer ſtroaks than 


"other Nations. 


God may bear long with a profeſling People, 
but he will not bear 'atways. His patience is 
great, bur: he will puniſh ar laſt, when Men do 
abſolutely refuſe his Mercy. ' And Juſtice and 


Equity requires,that Mens accounts ſhould bear 
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proportion to their receipts, and their puniſh- 
| ments to both theſe : For #0 whom much is given, Luke 12. 
of them much will be required ; and they that know 47 48+ 
. their Maſter's will,and do it not qnuſt expe to be 
ſmitten with more ſtripes than they that are _- 
rant thereof. God deals with Nations, in 
courſe of his Providence, in proportion to rhe 
light that'he affords them. Hearhens, Mahome- 
rans and Jews will not therefore fall under ſuch 
ſeveriry as wicked Chriftians : nor can we ſup- 
_ that blinded Papiſts will meer with the ſame - 
egree of Puniſhment with enlightned Prote- 
ſtants. . Tow only, ſays God ro the Jews, have I 
known of all che Nations of the World, therefore 
you will'T puniſh above all others for all your ini- 
quities, Whereby we are led ro ſee the pro-, 
rtion of mercies, fins and puniſhments ; vs 
that no-privileges are fo grear as thoſe of God's 
Church, and conſequently that no fins are fo 
highly aggravated as theirs, and rhar therefore 
none can juſtly expect to be puniſhed fo ſevere- 
ly as mor: Therefore our Saviour rells us that 
it would be' more tolerable for Tyre and Sydon, yea 
for Sodom and Gomorrah in the day of Fudgment, Luke 10. 
than for Chorazin, Bethſaida, Ca , and 0- 12,13, 14- 
ther places where he had -converſjed and preached | 
fo much, and wrought ſo many miracles. 


Am. 3. 2» 


Prop. IV. Since particular perſons are involved 
in the Fate of Nations, every one is to do his beſt, ; 
in his ſtation and capaciry, for the publick, Peace 
and Safety. - 

It was God's command to the Jews of old, _ 
that they ſhould pray for the Peace even of the Ci- Jet. 29. 7. © 

. ties of their Enemies, where they were to remain 
Captroes, becauſe in the Peace of fuch Cities their © 


E 3 own 
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own was involved. Surely then there is more 
reaſon we ſhould pray for the Peace of the Ci- 
ty and Country. tro which . we belong, nor as 
Priſoners bur Citizens, who have both our civil . 
and. ſacred Privileges and Liberties involved 
with thoſe of the Publick. 
It.is not my. bufineſs here ro ſpeak of rhe Du- 
ries of Rulers and Magiſtrares. 'The Scriprure 
gives the Character of the Perſons, as to their 
Qualifications, when ir rells us ; That he that 
2 Sam. 23. ruleth over Men ſhould be juſt, ruling in the fear 
$4 of the Lord; and that fuch Perſons ſhould be 
18.21. Men fearing God and bating Covetoufſneſs ; that 
ſo they may neither be Bohred nor bribed 
from their Dury. And the Word of God doth 
no leſs plainly deſcribe their Office and Work 
| | viz. that they ought ro be Encourapers of, and 
" R a Security unto good and vertuous Men, and the 
_ Diſcouragers of wickedneſs, and the terror of evil 
Þ + doers ; as being the Miniſters of God to Men for 
: their good. | 
Bur that which I am to conſider here, is, how 
private Men, who wiſh well ro the publick 
Good, may promote this, without exceeding 
their Sphere, or invading the Magiſtrates Autho- 
riry and Office, And in order to ſpeak to this, 
T find I am as it were inſenfibly led ro an Im- 
way of the Dodtrine of Providence, we * 
have been fo long upon. ww 


IMPROVEMENT. 


In all publick Calamiries or hazard of them, 
every good Citizen and Country-man is oblig'd 
ro be afliſting as far as he can te the extricaring } 
tumſelf and orhers from impending A : 

Op | 
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for the Principles borh of ſelf-preſervarion and 
publick ſpiriredneſs require this of him, When 
. A Ship is in hazard of ſinking ar Sea, all hands 
are ar work, to ſave themſelves from rhe come 
mon calamiry. And ſurely rhen when a Na.iog 
is in hazard of Ruine, eirher from Enemies at 
home or abroad or borh, it is the Dury and In- 
tereſt of all Men tb do their beſt ro ſecure their 
Country ; eſpecially of rhoſe who are, by rea- 
fon of Place, Intereſt, Wiſdom or Amnrity, 
moſt capable ro aflift, For what more,Noble 
Title can any Man bear than to be, in the beſt 
ſenſe, a trueand ftanch Parrior of his Country, 
and to have no Intereſt divided from'it ? which 
makesup.a great m/ of the noble Character 
* Lucan gives of the famous Cato Uticeuſis. 

Ir hath pleaſed the great Senate of this Na- 
tion, upon ſuppoſition rhar wicked Aſſaflinares 
ſhould find means to cut-off his preſeot Majeſty, 
- and thereby ſhake nor only rhe Government bur 
Serdemenr of rhe Kingdom, 'to allow and en- 
courage the riſing up of all good Subjects ro re- 
venge fo horrid a Fad, and to affift rowards rhe 
furure Serrlement and Secutity of our Govern- 
ment and Law. And furely we muſt be ſuppo- 
Ted to be equally authoriſed by rhe Law to do 


* Lucani Pharſal, Lib, 2. 
— Himores, hzc duri immota Catonis 
Sea fuir, ſervare modum, finemg; renere, 
Naturamgz ſequi, Parriaq; impendere vicam ; 
Nec fiby, ſed tori genirum ſe credere mundo, 
Urbi Pater eſt, Urbiqz Maricus : 
Juſtiriz culror, Rigidi ſervaror Honeſt! : 
In commune Bonus, Nulloſq; Caronis in aus 
Irrepfic parremqz culir fibi nara yolupras. 
| | E 4 our 
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our beſt ro ſecure the Nation from an inunda- 
tion of Profaneneſs and Wickedneſs, whereby 
we arein hazard ro provoke God ro become 
our Enemy, and to bring thar and the like ruin- 
ing Calamities upon us, even to the making our 
| Land deſolate, and our People an hifling. 
- If rhen any ask me what private Perſons 
ought to do, and are capable of doing as Men 
and Chriſtians, with reſpe&t to a Narional Se- 
curity : I ſhall give my Anſwer in three words ; 
they muſt Intercede, Unite, and Reform. 
1. In order therefore ro the continuance and 
increaſe of the Nations Security, Peace and 
Proſperity, I pray you ro intercede with God, 
8 that he may continue to be gracious ra us, and 
avert from us theſigns of bis Di leaſure. Pray. 
for all Things, wherein 'the Proſperity and ' 
Eſtabliſhmenr of the Nation and Church dorh+ 
ftand. Pray for incorrupredneſs in Doctrine, 
_ eſpecially the fundamental Truths of our holy 
Religion ; for Purity in Goſpel-Worſhip ; for 
Chariry and Moderation rowards them who 
differ from us ; for Zeal for the honour of God, 
managed with Wiſdom and Prudence ; for a 
fai juſt and imparrial Magiſtracy ; for a 
learned, pious and laborious Miniſtry ; for UJ- 
nanimiry in publick Counſels ; and for the re- 
vival of the power of Godlineſs and practice of * 
Religion among Perſons of all Ranks and Sorts. 
I 62.6.7. Te that make mention if the Lord, keep not ſilence 
manalk* theſe things ; and give God no reſt till he eſta- 
blifh and. make our Feruſalem a praiſe in the 
earth. | 
2. If we would do our beſt ro ſecure the Na- 
- tions Intereſt, ler us unite and be ar peace a- 
| Heb, 32, -mong our Selves, Let ns follow 'peace with al! 
Fd 14s == men, 


U 


? 
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men, and holineſs withont which we ſhall never ſee 
the Lord. We are to make known our moderation Phil. 4. 5. 
to all men, becauſe to judge is God's work, not 1 Cor. 4.5. 
ours. In as far as we ao attained, we are com- 
manded by the Apoſtle to walk by the ſame Rule, Phil. 3.16. 
and to mind the [ame ages 2 as the beſt way to 

come to hnow the things wherein we differ. Our 

Saviour required this ſhort Creed from the Jews, 

that as they believed in God, they ſhould believe 

in him alſo ; aſſuring us that this was life eternal, Joh. 14. cr. 
to know God, and Feſus Chriſt wham he had 7+ 3: 
ſent. And when heroſe from the dead, he com- 
manded his Apoſtles ro diſciple Men, by bap- Ma 
tizing them + into the Name of the Father, Son it, 28, 
and Holy Ghoſt. And accordingly this Belief *** 
made up the ſummary of Fairh which was 
known and owned by Chriſtians for rwo hun- 

ded Years after Chriſt, as we learn from Ire- 

neus and Tertuliian +, both. whoſe Creeds are 

4 much 


+ltis not ſaid in Mar. 28.19. Ev) 3y6us)t, but 
£s To ovoun: and therefore it dots not ck forth the 
Authority by which the Apoſtles afitd in diſpenſing this 
Ordinance, (. for that is expreſſed in the words prece- 
dimg, Go ye and teach and baprtize: ) But it denotes 
the nature and deſign of Baptiſm, which is to initiate and 
enter 1s into the Belief of and Obedience unto Fatber, Son 
and Spirit ; the Trinity being the Foundation af Chri- 
ſtianity,” as ſneb; as the Belief of one God is the Foun- 
dation of all Religion. See the ſame import of the word, 
3n the buſineſs of Baptiſm, As 19. 3, 5. Whereas when 
the Apoſtles Afions arg ſpoben of in relation to the Au- 
_ they att by, it is ever ſaid iv T6 or0uenm, as is 
Adts 2. 6.- : 

+ It were too long townrite out both theſe Creeds; x 
ſhall therefore refer the Reader, ſor that of Iren2u5, tg 
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much the ſame; and our- of which probably, 
with ſome alreration, that which is called the 
Apoſtles Creed was afterwards formed. They 
thar believed rheſe rhings then were owned ro 
be rrue Chriſtians, if they did live according- 
ly : and I know nor why they ſhould nor now. 
As fot other rhings, and the modes of thinking, 
merhodizing and expreſſing them, Men muſt act 
the beſt rhey can, and uſe rhe beſt helps, in an 
humble fear of miſtaking, and rruſt on God for 
light, And I know nor why I ſhould quarrel 
with another becauſe he thinks riot or ſpeaks not 
exactly as I do, no more than, I quarrel - with 
my ſelf for nor having ſuch a clear Preceprion 
of rhings. at ren years of age, as I fince have 
reachr : which yer I do as little fet up now ro 


— 


——— 


his Boob Adv, Hzreſes, Lib. r. Cap. 2. & 3. That of 
Terrullian is bis Boob, De Virgin. Veland. Cop. r. is 
3n theſe words, Regula Fidei una omnino eſt ſola im- 
mobilis & irreformabilis ;Credendi ſcilicer in unicum 
Peum Omniporenrem, Mundi Conditorew, & Filium 
ejus Jeſum Chriſtum, narum ex Virgine Maria cruci- 
fixum ſub Pontio Pilato, tertia die reſuſcicatum a mor- 
ruis, receptum in Ccelis, ſedentem gunc. ad dextram 
Parris, venturum judicare vivos & morruos, per care 
tris ReſurreRionem. Hac lege fidei manemte, cztera 
jam diſciplinz, & converſationis admicrunt novitarem 
correQionis, operante ſcilicer & proficiente uſq; in fi- 
nem gratia Dei, The Cyeed of Ircnzus mintions alſo 
expreſly, that the Church did bejizve In ſpiritum (an- 
Rum, qui per Propheras De1 Diſpenfationes & Adven- 
tus predicavit, &:c. Which this of Tertullian doth on- 
ly ſuppoſe : For when it is ſaid, Natus eſt Chriſtus ex 
Virgine Maria, it was anderſiood always, per Spirits 
rum ſantum, Q&c, : 


my 
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amy (elf as a nc plus witra, as I did then the no- 


tions I had gor, For it were an intolerable 
pride, to think I know more than all orher 
Men ; and far more ro think I knew all things 

rfectly, Men will differ in ſome things, as 


ong as the World ſtands. And it is reafona: 


ble ro expe& they ſhopld, confidering the vaſt 
difference of Complexions, Studies, Crna 
Educarion, and other Circumſtances. And were 
it not ſo, we ſhould want one noble occafion for 
the exerciſe of Chariry, Moderation and For- 
bearance, I therefore lay it down as a Maxim, 
That thoſe paſſionate Men who have. no Charity 
for any but thoſe who juſt think and ſay as they 
do in every pundilio, are either very ignorant 
or very al deſigning Men: And I with borh 
theſe Qualiries do nor meer in too many. Bur 
ſurely all wiſe and ſober Men will ſee, that we 
ought to contend for ſome: other things than 
Ceremonies and Modes of ſpeaking. When 
Infidelity and Profaneneſs undermine us, and 
when we have borh inteſtine and foreign Ene- 
mies who are ready, it they had opportuniry, 
ro ſell us to France and Rome ; 1t18 certainly time 
for us ro be ar peace among our ſelves. 
; 3. If ye would know further whar ye are to 
do for the Securiry of rhis Narion, and the 
Church of God therein ; ler me tell you,-rthar 
ye muſt nor only Intercede and Unite, bur ye 
muſt alſo Reform. And ſeeing Reformarion re- 
lates. both ro our {elves and others, I conſider ir 
accordingly in borh reſpects. \ 

1/7, Reform your ſelves, if ye would be ule- 


ful ro orhers : for ir is a grear truth thar * Plato » Ajcihi. 
takes norice of, that rhey that would make orhers ad, x. 


yirruons muſt be yertuous rhemſelves.. And 
| there- 


bo 
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therefore not only are -we obliged ro mind this 


eat Work, in order to our own Peace and 
ppinels, bur alſo in order to be ſerviceable ro 
the Publick.. Bur it is nor my bufineſs ro infift 
upon this Head, and therefore I ſhall ſpeak no 
more. unto ir. However, the neceſſary Con- 
nex1on this hath with whar comes next tro be 
conſidered, obliged me ro pur you in mind of 

Ir. s 
2/9. Srudy nor only perſonal Reformation bur 
A630 Reformarion alſo, according ro your 
tons, opporrunities and abilities. We are 
not born. only for our ſelves, bur are obliged ro 
be ſerviceable in the World, as much as we can. 
And here bear with me, I pray you, in al- 
lowing my ſelf ſome te of —_ 
y &- 


. which I hope I ſhall bring home appoſite 


nough to the defign of this exerciſe. 
hen a ſerious and ſober Man formsro him- 
ſelf a genuine and abſtracted Idea of the Do- 
Crine according to Godlineſs, which we call 
Religion, from Reaſon and Revelation, it is im- 
le ro avoid coming under ſome lively im- 
effions of its Excellency, Amiableneſs and 
ſefulneſs. The Reaſonableneſs and Cerrainry 
of its Principles oblige him robelieve its veriry. 
The admirable and noble Truths ir diſcovereth, 
and lets in the mind ro the contemplation of, 
muſt needs raviſh his Soul, and fill ir with won- 
der. The Privileges and'Bleffings ir propoſerh, 
as attainable, muſt be ſuppoſed ro excire his 
defire and hope, and make him fallin with irs 
Scope and Deſign. The Rules it preſcriberh are 
ſo reafonable, plain and pleaſant, thar they are 


- Capable both ro farisfie his mind, and encourage 


him to a ready compliance with- them. _ 
e 


—_— 
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the belief . of the Promiſes and Threatninps' 
which are added as rhe Sanction of the Dj. 
vine Laws, muſt of necefliry render his Study 
and Practice of Religion proporrionably ſerious 


' and uniform; Upon theſe and rhe like Confide- 


rations, a good Man can hatdly forbear ro cry 
our with an * Antient Chriſtian Writer : O, 
Religion more RR all Kings ! for whar 
Kings attained by of Arms, this hath over- 
rurned without Arms; They purſued it with 


| Perſecurions and Maſlacres : This chearfully 


underwent theſe, and by the ſame erected its 
Trophies over the Conquerors. "The Branches 
of the Church being cur off, rhe Fruit of Fairh 
did grow the more, &c. 

Bur when fiich 4 Perſon awakes our of his . 


Meditations on this Head, and confiders whar 


Entertainment Rong findsamongfthisfellow- 
Crearures, for whoſe advantage ir 1s calculared, 
he cannot bur look upon Men with Pi 
and Concern, He cannar avoid being thus 4 
fected; when he ſees ſome Men diſputing rhem- 
ſelves our of rhe belief of the reaſonable 
and plain Pritciples of both Narural and Rer- 
vealed Religion ;+ others ſcoffing at rhe moſt ſe- 
fious and facred Truths haven” particularly the 
Divinity of ourBlefſed Saviour, who is the Image Col. 1.15; 
of the inviſible God, and the F Firſt-producer, or 
Bringer-forth of every Creature; and moſt Men 
living and ating as if it were their chief Study 
ro diſgrace their own Profefſion. - I fay, fuch a 
Man 


* Nilus apud Photium it Bibl, Cod. 276. 
+ $0 I tabe Liberty to reader the Original Word, for 
which Tam oblig'd toſatisfy the VVorld, It is plain there 
| is 
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' Man cannor bue- find his Spirit ftir and move 


within him at ſo ſad aſfighr; as it was with Paul 
ar Athens, when he ſaw the whole City given 
ro Idolatry. 
_ He begins therefore ro conſider rhar he is a 
Citizen of the World, not made ro live a 
oyſer'd Life, merely ro hammer our- ſome 
18s 'to- pleaſe: his own Fancy, far leſs to 
Att no other part than that of the Beaſt, ro mind 
nothing bur good Paſture and Grazing, in or- 
der ro eas and Urink, revel, and then die : Bur 
he conſiders his Relation ro-others as a Member 


of 


—__ 


———_—— 


3s 4two-fold account of Ebriſs in Col. 1. 15, 16. Oc , 
The firſt is of Chriſt, as God, or the etrrnal AvyCts 
(which theChaldee Parapbraſes ſeem to call frequently the 
-Shekinah or Memrah Jehovz) in the 15th, 16th, and 
, 27th Verſes, The is of Chrift 48 Mediator, v. 18, 
'19 In both theſe reſpefts he is called: wewrooxOr, ad 
hence ſome explainthe firſt of thoſe accounts by the ſecond. 
But this is ſuch a ferce on the words, that even Le Clere 
om a_—_—_ Gaackes and Dr. ———_ 
3 ag At eruved The true mn Tv IT 
#nthis place, be bad jwther par bog your boy ſays. 1 
ſhall not debate here what the Antiquity of the Greek As- 
cents 45s ;, but it # ſufficiently known that our Antient Copies 


. of the New Teſtament are without either Accents or other 


Paints : And therefore we art left at liberty, as the ſiſe 


; leads us, to put the Atcent bere eitber upon the firſt or laſt 


Omtkron. The word aywri]ox ©, tho often taken in a 
Paſſive ſenſe, . 1s alſo taken ſometimes in an Aftive one : So 


, wemuſs underſtand Homer, Lib. 19. 1. 5. Iliad, where 


deſcribing the Afefiion of Menelaus, is bis runzing to azd 
embracing the dtad Body of bis Friend Patroclus, be com- 


_ þ=*e5 bis Bebaviour in this to that of & young Cow, - when 
for ſetsber Calf 8ll'd, never baving bad any before. 
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of a Family, City, Church and Nation, and 
therefore finds it his Duty to be as publickly 
uſeful ro others as he can, without being imper- 
rinently fo, 

Bur it is not enou gh for a Man to be con- 
vinced, that ir is his Dury to aflift rowards the 
carrying on a Work of Reformarion in the place 
where he lives,unleſs he know in what way and 
manner this 15 to þe atrempred. He muſt there- 
fore conſider, that tho our Laws corroborate 
Revealed Religion, yer Chriftianiry asſuch, and 
the Civil Conftirutzon remam diſtin rhings. 
Human Laws relate only ro the ourward Acti- 


"Audi " dþ aun Raiv, ws Tis Tset moemhxs puTTNe 
Ke. NewnſixG-, xavvelh, s Teiv UdVia, T6xo1o- 
And that therefore wt tabe the word in this ſenſe here, the 
ſcope of the Apoſtle conſtrains us : For pray what Argi- 
ment 3s this ; ift is the Firſt born of all Crearures, 
for he made them all ? *efides that, to be the firſt-born 
of Creatures, ſeems to import no more than this, that 
Chriſt is aCreatute, tho the firſt produced of them. But 
this xs ftrong ſenſe : Chriſt is rhe firſt Producer, Bringer- 
forch, or Original of every Creature 3 or he is, as it 
were, the Womb and Source of all things 3 for by him 
were all things created, &c. If Achanaſivs avd the 
Nicene Council bad not underfiood the Apoſtle in this ſenſe, 
with what face could they have wig*d this Scripture agai 
the Arians, as 7 find they did ? te Athan. Narrat. 
Conciho Nicano, Tom. 1. And if Origen bad not alſo 
underſtood this word ſo, to what purpoſe had be made uſt 
of it to prove that Chriſt was the Beginning and Original 
of the World ? when be ſays, Quod eſt omnium Princi- 
.pium, nift Dominus nofter Jeſus Chriſtus, mewr7]ox®- 
omnis crearurz ? Orig. Hom. 1, in Gen. The word 
therefore ſhan'd be rendered Primipara, and uot Primo- 
genicus, | 
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ons of Men, in order to the Good of the Com 
mauniry : Toy promiſe no Rewards to Since- 


rity, Piery. yertuous Thoughts and Aﬀecti- 
ons; nor do they threaren- Puniſhments againſt . 
Hypocriſy, Malice, and luftful inations,- 


Men fearnoImpriſonment, Fining or Torment- 


« for ſceprical, heretical and erroneous Opinions; . 


as ſuch, nor for malicious and revengeful 
Thoughts. And therefore in all ſuch rhings, 
Men muſt be left ro anſwerro Him, who gives 
Law to the Mind, who knows rhe Soul and 


Heart, arid has erected the Tribunal of Con- 


ſcience in every Man's Breaft. For ir is rhe 
moſt unaccountable thing in the World, thar 
Mens Opinions ſhould. be exrorred by Inquiſi- 
tions and Torments, and rhey puniſhed accord,- 


ing ro a Law, under which; in thar reſpect, the 


are nor ; fince where there is no Law, ther 


ts no_Tranſgreffion. Indeed where Chriſtiani- 


ty. is eſtabliſhed, and Penal Laws are- in force 
againſt ſuch who revile and blaſpheme_ irs Pro- 
feflion and Principles, rhoſe that do fo, deſerve 
rhe moſt ks; ea Rong who thus dare pub- 
lickly ro affront the Government, Beſides, fame 
Opinions are ſuch a Violation of the Law of 
Reaſon, andleadroſuchdeftructive Conſequents, 
with reſpect ro Hunan Sociery, ſuch as avowed 
Atheiſm, and ſame Popiſh Tetiers, that it con- 
cerns all wiſe Governments to guard againſt 
them. Burt as ro different Senriments amongſt 
Chriſtians in lefler things, fince God deals with 
us-as Reaſonable Crearures, we are certainly ro 


-a&t fo is relation to one another. Chriſtianity, 
-as fuch, was never commanded to be carried on 
"by any other compulſive Arms, than thoſe of 


ſtrong and convincing Reaſons, and pions and 
parhe- 


b Ih __RHTy— OW g_—_ =; 
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pathetick Exhortations L# Age et when Chriſti- 
anity 1s incorporated” w w, it onght to 
be defended and maintain'd in the fame way 
that we defend our other Privi 
And therefore to argue from the Paſ- 


. hive Obedience of the Prittiitive Chriftians, when 


the Law of the Empire was againſt them, and 


p ms preſs us to the fike Carriage, who have 


Law- for us, is an odd way of reafoning : 
for the inverting of this is that which'F think-to 
be true. arguing upon this Head, viz. that if 
Chriſtians ought not to defend their Religjon 
be Eons tags, over ib the 2» 
5 agammir tnem, are, oy T 
obliged to defend ir hat way when the Law is 
for it, incaſe ary Invaſion bemade upon it. This 


, Turge only as an Argument, as we aft to fay, 


ad hominem: For I woald not be thought to 
fay, that it is abſolutely unlawful to defend 
Chriſtzanity by Arms, even where the Law is 
wholty again it, fant to retirm, I fay that 
it is not Opinions properly that a Man is to 
proſecute by Human Law and the Penalties 
thereof; but it is the Pra&tice of Men, if not 
only, yet chiefly that we are to ſet our: ſelves to 
in relation to the Security of the Cm- 


ne quid Reſpublica detrimenti capiat 
. that the Nati . 


: For, not to 
ſpeak 
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ſpeak of the Sets that were-among them in the 
latter times, nor of the particular Order of 


96-2 the Rechab:tes of old, it deſerves our ſerions 


2z FC, 


Conſideration, that notwithſtanding their firict- 
neſs as to the Moſaical Rit yet they —_ 
fit to diſpenſe with them in favour of thoſe who 


renounced Heatheniſh Idolatry 
one true and living God. They allowed not 


only of full Converts, who came up in all things ' 


to their {ize, whom they called the Proſelytes of 
the Covenant, but of thoſe alſo that owned only 


_ the firſt Principles of Religion, which were ſup- 


poſed to be comprehended in the ſeven Precepts 
called Noachical, as being traditionally believed 
to have been given out by Noah to all his Poſte- 
rity ; which ſeem to com the Decalogue 


in ſome ſort. The Jews tell us they were theſe. . 
1, Thou ſhalt not worſhip falſe Gods, nor bow 


down to Images. 2. Thou ſhalt not take the Name 
of God in vain, nor blaſpheme him. - 3. Thou 


 fhalt not kill g murder. 4. Thou ſhalt not uncover 


thy Parents Nakedneſs, nor commit | Adultery. 
$. Thou ſhalt not Real, nor take any thing that 
belongs to another, G, Superior ſhall judg between 
Han and Man, and att juſtly therein. 7, The 
=—_ of a lroing Creature ſhall not. be eaten 
whilſt the Creature 25 yet alive ;, or, the Fleſh ſhall 


220t be eaten with the Blood while the Life 15 in it. 


Thoſe who owned theſe things, were called the 
Proſelytes of the Gate, becaule they were not 
allowed to go within the Gate to worſhip, as 
the other Proſelytes. But in the ſecond Tem- 
ple there was a place built for them, which was 
called Ariz Gentium, the Court of the Gen- 
tiles: For they retained the Name of- Gen- 


tiles, to diſtinguiſh them from the other Proſe- Þ- 
| lytes, Þ - 


and owned the 


- 
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lytes, who were reckoned Jews.. Of the nbm- 
ber of the Proſelytes of the Gate, was Naamarn 
the Syrian under the Old Teſtament, and the 
Centurion ( mentioned Luke 7.) and Cornelins 
under the New. That the devout Cornelis was 
one is plain, becauſe he is called a Gentile, and 
uncircumciſed ( for which ſee As 10. 2, 34, 
35, 45,47. and chap, 11. 3, 18.) unleſs we make 
him an abſolute Gentile, arid no Profelyte at 
all. - Of theſe Proſelytes, I ſuppoſe, Luke ſpeaks 
frequently in the As, as chap. 13. 43. and 16. 
14. and 17.4, 17. and 18.4. when he makes 
mention of ovfouerer, Worlhippers, or devcut 
Perſons, who frequented the Synagogues, and 
yet are diſtinguiſhed from the Jews, and are 
, fometimes called Greeks or Gentiles. And it 
ſeems to have been this ſort of Proſelytes 
chiefly that imbraced the Goſpel at firſt. 
This Moderation and Toleration of the Jew- 
iſh Church deſerves to be minded more than 
it uſually is. And our Reformers certainly 
ated from this generous Principle, when they 
made Liberty of Conſcience, and Thought 111 
diſputable Matters, . relating to the' things of 
Revelation, the Foundation of ſeparating from 
Popery, declaring for a Judgment of Diſcre- 
- tion, as the Privilege of every Man, in ſearch- 


- 


ing the Scriptures for himſelf, as the, Bereans AR 17.11, 
10, 


againſt a pretended Human Infallibility, 
And {ov Paul had long agodetermined, when he 


commands us to try all things, and to embrace 1 Thell. 5, 


or retain that which is good, Nay, it is the 
Precept of our great Maſter Jeſus Chriſt to 
; do ſo; For he exprelly enjoins his Followers, 


21+ 


at they ſhould call no Man the Father of their Mat.23. 9, 


| ; ' Favth and Religion, but God only, and that the 
1 4 ”” Pould 


68 


A SERMON before the Societies 


ſhould own none as the Great Dottor and T eacher 


of the Chriſtian Creed but himſelf ;, that ſo Mens 
Faith might be fonnded npon a Divine Baſis and 
Foundation, and not upon an human one. 

And it deſerves certainly our Confideration, 
that the Providence of Got! ſo ordered it, that 
the firſt * Edit that' was ever made in favour 
of Chriſtianity, was properly an Edi for Li- 
berty of Conſcience. 

A wile Man therefore wang theſe things, 
finds that he is to actin a quite different way in 
attempting the reforming Men as to bad Prin- 
ciples, from whathe is to take in relation to 
Immorality. In reference to the firſt, it is not- 
ſeverity, or even hard words, that he is to fight 
againſt them with, for theſe ways can never 
convince the mind of any Man ; but he is to 
attack them by firong and cenvincing Argy- 
ments. But Immorality and wicked Actions, 
being againſt both Natural and Revealed Reli- 

ion, and tending not only to Mens own hurt, 
ut the diſturbance of Societies and Communi- 


* Laftantius de Morr. Perſec. Cap. 42. bath preſerv- 
ed to 5 this Edi of Conſtantine and Licinus, wherein 
are theſe words ; 

Oranibus Liberam Poreſtacem' ſequendi Religionem 
quam quifq; voluiſſer, :&c, Iraq; hoc confilio falubri 
ac reftiifime ratione incundum efle credidimus, utnulli 
omnito facultarem abnegandum puraremus, qui vel ob- 
fervationi Chriſtianorum, vel eireligioni mentem ſuam 
dederer quain ipſe ſibraptiſſimam eſſe ſentirer, ur.poſ- 
fit nodis ſitmma Divmitas, cujus Religion liberis men- 


ribus obſequittifr, - 3h ommbus ſolicum favoretn fuwts Y* 


bexevoletiriamgs preſtare, 


ties; 


Ur daremus & Chriſtianis & 4 
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ties; it is therefore unqueſtionably the Duty 
of every honeſt Man to do what he can to 
check and put a ſtop to the Sins and Vices of 
the place he lives in, as his Authority, Ability, 
Opportunity or Station in the World give him 
leave ; For oh ay by” Mes 7 all gs bom 
, that opts Juprema Ltx 
fafety of the Nation is the fundamental 
Law thereof. A ſaying which is as true in a 
religious asin acivil Senſe. And where a Nati- 
on 1s ſo happy, as not only to found its Laws 
upon the Principles of Nature and Reaſon, but 
to incorporate therewith the ſuperadded Princi- 
les of Revelation, ſo as to confirm and corro- 
borate the Laws of God by a Civil Sanction; 
there a good and publick-ſpirited Perſon may 
* a& for the honour of God,and good of Mankind 
at the ſame. time, not only with freedom bat 
Authority ; tho no private Man ought to ufurp 
the Power and Authority of the Publick Ma- 
giſtrate. 

Now there are three things that all of us 
ought to make conſcience of, in order to pro- 
mote this great and noble Defign of Reforma- 
tion of Life and Manners, 

1. We t to recommend Religion and 

_ HolineG to rs by our own Lives and Con- 
verſations. In vain ſhall we att to reform 
__ = our Neighbour whi womb 

+ our {elves. ere is nothing more i 
than . wh or bad Ex 

ir 


(8 bleupan that very reaſon, that g1 wen Gd 
3, great 4 


= 
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| .: He that conſiders how a good or bad King 
of old did, as it were, alter the very genius of 


the Jewiſh Nation, wilt ſufficiently ſee the force 


of Example. ' But fach is the degene 


Facy of 
our Nature, that we are ſooner hurt by bad | 


than bettered by _ Example ; for as Seneca 
ſays truly, Vit:a diſcuntur ſme Magiftro, Vices 
are learn'd. without a Teacher, ' Therefore we 
are 'to abſtain from all evil our ſelves, and as 
x Thefſ.s. Much as we can from the very appearance of evil, 
22. Let us therefore, as our Saviour adviſeth, ſtudy 
Mar. 5.16, to live ſo, -that our Good Works may ſhine ſo be- 
fore Men, that they may believe Religion us in- 
deed a veri hs may come themſelyes alſo ta 


glorify our Father in Heaven, by a holy Life and 
Converſation. wy 

-2. In order to rages: Reformation, let us 

faithfully reprove thoſe that we ſee doing amiſs : 

7 for we are commanded, nt to ſuffer fin upon 

: 2, 5 them, nor be our ſelves Partakers of their S115, by 


comiving at them. But this is a tender Point, 
and ought therefore to be prudently - managed, 
in relation to the Circumſtances of the Perſon, 

ime and Place: for otherwiſe Reproof will 
be taken for humour, and fall ſhort of reaching 
the end. 


} 


3. If we would know further what we are . 


jv to doin order to reform the Manners 
of Men in the places where we live; let us re- 
member, thatit is the Duty of every good Ci- 
tizen and Country-man to aid and affiſt the Ma- 
giſtratesand Government, in \paniſking Vice and 
Wickedneſs. To inform them of notorious 
_ Criminals, and to facilitate the ſeizing and ar- 


ders, is as Honourable as it is Necef- 


z 


—_- for Lewdnefs, Blaſphemy,- Thefts * q 


cution. 


to Ofirs, 


order to 


deſired E 
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fary, and is the vety Reverſe 'of Informing a- 
gainſt pions and 
And ſurely as this is the Duty of ev 
one in particular, ſo it is the. part of wi 
and good Men, to be mutually ' afliſting--to 
1 one another, in a time of "_ Degeneracy 
| and Corruption ;z and for thi 

together in Afſemblies and Societies, for the 
more regular and better carrying on of ſo 
great a Work, When Iſrael! rebell'd agai 
God, in worſhipping the Egyptian * Idol facred 


ood Men in- a time of Perſe- 


end to aflociate 


which was the figure of a Bullock or 


fe, 


Calf ; Moſes deſired that ail that were on: God's 
ſide, againſt that Idolatry, might go forth 
and kill the Ringleaders of the Rebellion, in 


ſe God's Anger : which had the 
In like manner when God had 


'| © ſent a Plague upon that People for their Ido- Numb-25- 


latry and Whoredoms with -the 1Midianitiſh 
Women ; Phineas his zeal, in-flaying Zimrs 
and Cozhi, was fo acceptable to. God, that the 
Plague was immediately removed upon that 
heroical AR. I know thele are extraordinary 
Examples, and not to be drawn into Imitation. 
Yet they do not, for all that, want their uſe, 
as ſhewing us how acceptable to God attempts 


of Reformation are. 


(| ; righteous Men in —__ had not been de- 3*- 


ſtroyed. Or had there 


en any. Society in 1/- 


racl, like theſe that are now ere&ted amongſt , 


nc. 


us, it might have done much to have averted 
the Babylonians and Chaldeans from being ſerit 


* . * I 


& ] 462, 364. 


* Herod. Lib. 2. C. 42, Diod. Lib, 1. Plut. pag, 


to 


Had there been but ten G<2- 18. 


wa 'S 
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to their Deſtruction : as we have reaſon to be- 
lieve, from the very words of our Text, and 
what follows it. For God's band was not ſport- 
wed that 't could not ſave, nor his Ear heavy 
that be conld not hear : but the Iniquities of that 
obſtinate Paople did ſeparate between God and 
them. Their bands were defiled with Blood, and 
their Lips with Lies. They truſted to Vanity, 
und none called for Tuſftice, Nay F Was 
turned away backward, and Fuftice to land 
afar off : ſo that Truth fell-in the Street, and 
Equity could not enter. And all this while God 
waited to ſee what they would do, and wondred 
that there was no Man to appear for Righteouſneſs, 
meither any Interceſſor for a ſinful People. No 
wonder then, if at laſt be dealt with them accord- 


ng to their Deeds, repaying Fury to'his Adverſa- Y, 


| recompenſe to his Enemies, Bleſſed be 
God therefore, that he hath inſpired ſo man 

worthy Perſons at this time and place, wi 

fach a generous' and good Delign, as the Re- 
mg the Manners of Men. It is the great- 
eſt Syraptom, that I know of, that God has not 
yet given up with the Nation; and which I add 
to'thoſe I once gave my Thoughts upon, in a 
ſmall * Eflay on the ſtate of theſe Nations, 
And therefore bear with me, if I make bold to 
wind up 
the worthy and honoured Promoters of this 
good Work. 


—_—. 4 _—_— 
Hy— © —_— —_ 


__ * 7te Rod of the Sward, pag, 64, Gs. 


this Diſcourſe, in a brief Addreſs to (}\ 


bw” 4 o 
m4 3 
- 
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An Addreſs to the Soticties for Refors 
mation of Manners, 

T*, is anold and true Obſ; 
er Viftory to ſubdue ones : 

& City, Butitis cerrainly more heroical ſtill, 

thoſe who have gorrhe Vitory over Sin in themſelves, 


ſabdue it in ochersalſo; e when the Influence 
becomes general, and aims #t ao than rhe Refor« 
mationof Ciries and Ki Such Perſons are as 


far above the fam'd Alezanders and Ceſarr;, and other 
Hero's of the World, as it is more noble to be Good 
than to be Great ; to ſave than to deſtroy Men and 
Nations : and ſuch Men deterve Co Srarues, 
Obelisks and Triumphal Arches, far betrer than choſe, 


to whoſe Memory they are uſually 'ereted, 


I know ye are above theſe vain” and empry things, 
Topearine fo, robe pablickly aſc wichour alecting 
appearing ſo, to be publickly withoyr 
he oublickly known. This 1s indeed a Frame that 
ſuics well with the religious Work ye are imployed in. 
Bur as yeare concerned to promore the Honour of God 
and Chriſt, ſo ye miay be aflured ye ſhall not loſe your 
Reward, Your Names are written inthe Book of God's 


of Heaven ; and ar the grear Day ye may juft 
ro be owned and honoured by your Lord, 
Angels and Men. 

Go on therefore in the ſtrength of the Lord, and 
fear no Oppoſirion: Ye have borh the Laws of God 
and Man on your fide : all good Men are for you, 
and will afift you with their Prayers and beſt Endea- 
vours: and even the Conſciences of Criminals cake 


Remembrance,and recorded inthe everlaſingRegiſ | 
God 


g_—_ you againſt rhemſelyes. Your end is the Tit, 
with that of the Goſpe! and Grate of God, * which 12, 


brings 


' * So ITcrave leave to render this Place as it 3s in the 


= Margin of onr larger Bibles, rathe; than as is 3s in our 
E wn, GE Engliſh 


er$- *, 
expet 


"M 


k 


on, That it is & great- Prov, 16; 
pinit, than to — =_ 


2. I, 


dic of, their way, bur ro compaſs Sea and Land eyery 
where to makePreſelyres? and ſhallnot we be as zealous 


for the chings of Chriſtianity. it ſelf ? Shall As 
ns ſts ang. jrreli Ne Men have their ſtated 
Clubs and Meetings to u the Principles of our 


Holy Religion, and cortupr the Morals of Men ? and 


IN41l NOT Jo 
theſe nk: God, Chriſt and Goodneſs ? 

* Be incouraged therefore, my Friends, to proceed 
in the glorious n ye are proſecuting. Drive the 
Bagers and Sullers out of God's Temple 3 build np the 
Wells of our Jeruſalem, tho ye be forc'd to do it with 
ds and Spears in our hands. Imitate your bleſied 
: Maſter, in going about always doing good. This way ye 
: will become the erue Patriors of your Country's Li- 
Ee berties both Sacred and Civil, and be called the Re- 
pairers of our Breacbes, and Reftorers of Paths to awull 
78, 'The preſcnc Generation doth _ you, and Po- 

Reriry will riſe up and call you Blefled. Peace 
Joy wichin your own Breaſts, a ſenſe of the Divine 
* Love and Approbarion, and che comfortable expeRa- 
tionof an happy reſ} ſrom your Labours, where your 
Works will follow you: theſe things, I ſy, will be 
the conſequenrs of honouring and ſerving God and 
your Country 3 whilft * thoſe chat do otherwiſe are 
7 WEL haunted 


Engliſh Text : for the Original is plain and expreſs for 
me in this caſe; for which 1 appeal to every Man that us * 

capable tg rtad the Text inthe Grek, © © © © 

* SeeWaye  * Many Inſtanies might be advanced to ſhiw what Re- 
tey's Hiſt; Morſe of Conſcience thoſe bave been under, whin dying, 
of Man, Who bave been negligent in improving Opportunities of 
[: '-.:,. Publick Good, which God pit in their bang, Grown 

| ? 1 ” is . 4l 


penmene by remorſe of Conſcience either here or here- 
rer. | 
' May the good and gracious God dire& and encon- 
rage p in = =_ — of this ns and 

e(s and proſper chem, ro romoring of Religion 
and hw, and the fwopreting Ungodlineſs and Im- 
morality, for his own Honour, the Nations Security, 
and your own and all good mens Comfort. May all 
our unhappy Contentions end in this one, which of 
us ſhall promore Pierty, Love, and Goodneſs moſt. 
May Truth, Holineſs, Juſtice, Mercy and Peace, e- 
yer make their abode amongſt us. And for theſe ends 
may theſe happy Socieries be ſo bleſt of God, and en- 
creaſe; that by this as well as by other means, it may 
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be ſaid of this and the other Nation ; Bleſſed art thou, Pl. 144. 
O People, who art in ſuch a caſe, whoſe God is the Lord, 15, * 


And as we do heartily deſire theſe rhings ; fo ler us 
beg of God that he may grant theſe our Petitions, and 
fay on his part, as we on ours, Amen. Woe is 


———— 


ſaid to have cried out, Ah vitam perdidi operoſe nihil 
dgendo. Ard ſo Salmaſius and many others have confeſ- 
ſed on a Death-bed, that Seriouſneſs and Struiceableneſs 
Twere to be preferred before all the Learning in the World. 
Surely then they are more excellent than other things that 
Men are ſo much taken with uſually; I cannot on this 0c- 
ca(jon forbear mentioning a , Diſtitch which a Perſon of 
Naality aud Eminency compoſed when dying 3 wherein be 
expreſſes both pathetically and briefly, the ſenſe ke bad of 
bis not improving bis Parts and Opportunities for God and 
by Country . 

Viximus: at Patria & Pietas ignoſcire, Yobis 

' Dum potui doleo conſuluifle minus. cheu ! 
Quanrula vita hominum eſt z morimur dum vivimus, 
\ $i ſapis exemplo, ' vive Deo & Patriz, * 


FINIS. 


